im 


ORICAL  BACKGROUND 
^    AND 

N  OF  THE  MEO 


Presented  to  the 

LIBRARY  6>/r/2^ 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TORONTO 

from 
the  estate  of 

H.  GORDON  SKILLING 


THE  HISTORICAL 

BACKGROUND 

(f     m  n  >i<iA     1) 


AND 


TRADITION 
OF  THE  MEO 


PRINTED  BY  CHUAN  PRINTING  PRESS  112-116  BORIPATRA  RD. 
BANGKOK.  THAILAND.  TEL.  810541  B.E.  2516 


Preface 

This  book  is  a  brief  account  of  the  life 
and  customs  of  the   Meo   hill-tribe   which  are 
quite  different  from  ours  and  are  even  myster- 
ious for    most   of  us    plainspeople.     It    is    the 
result  of  the  writer's  six  years  of  living  with 
the    hill    people    and  of  close  observation  and 
inquisitive  investigation.     It  is  hoped  that  the 
reader    will    obtain    from    this    book    factual 
information    about  the    hill-tribe.     It  is    very 
unfortunate  that  this  book  has  been  published 
while  the  price   of  printing  paper  is    soaring. 
The  writer  hopes,  however,  that  the  reader  will 
not  mind  paying  a  somewhat  higher  price  for 
such  a  small  book  since  the  money  will  all  go 
to  the  support  of    the  hill-tribe  boys  who  are 
now  studying  in  Chiangmai. 

Reading  this  book,  the  reader  will  have 
a  chance  to  learn  about  the  hill-tribe  customs, 
some  of  which  are  interesting  and  praiseworthy, 
while  some  are  repugnant  and  horrible.  It  is 
written  in    such  a  way    that    the    reader    will 
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not  only  be  informed  of  all  interesting  aspects 
of  the  Meo  life  but  also  enjoy  reading  it. 

These  people  may  be  different  from  us 
in  many  ways  but  they  Hve  in  Thailand  and 
are  considered  Thai.  As  other  Thai  people, 
they  love  freedom,  peace,  and  independence. 
They  love  the  King  of  Thailand  and  are 
willing  to  accept  Buddhism  presented  to  them 
by  honest  and  competent  persons.  They  may 
be  uneducated  but  they  are  a  happy  and 
peaceful  people.  This  should  be  regarded  as  a 
high  spiritual  achievement  and  should  be 
preserved. 

Their  costumes  are  hand-made  and 
locally  produced.  They  are  unique  in  style 
and  colour  and  should  also  be  preserved.  Foreign 
culture  should  be  prevented  from  penetrating 
their  indigenous  way  of  life  or  their  uniqueness 
will  be  spoiled  or  even  destroyed. 

It  is  a  pity  to  look  at  the  scene  of  the 
northern  Thai  people  who  have  hastily  thrown 
away  their  own  cultural  heritage  and   adopted 


(3) 

a  foreign  one.  It  is  quite  a  common  practice 
nowadays  that  when  foreign  guests  want  to 
see  something  northern,  the  authorities  will 
have  to  go  out  to  remote  villages  or  to  round 
up  some  town-girls,  dress  them  up  in  northern 
costumes  and  rush  them  to  the  dinner  party 
for  the  guests  to  see.  This  situation  should 
not  be  allowed  to  happen  to  the  hill-tribes. 
They  should  be  left  the  way  they  are  to  be 
the  showcase  of  Thailand. 


The  Historical  Background  and 
Traditions  of  the  Meo 


The  Meo  is  one  of  the  many  hill  tribes 
in  Thailand.  These  people  emigrated  from. 
China  during  the  First  World  War  into  Burma, 
Laos  and  Thailand.  These  people  came  into 
Thailand  by  the  northern  and  north-eastern 
directions  and  settled  in  the  provinces  of 
Chiengrai,  Chiengmai,  Maehongsorn,  Tak,  Nan, 
Petchaboon,  Kampaengpet  and  Luei.  These 
people  chose  to  take  up  residence  in  the  highest 
mountains,  choosing  higher  peaks.  There  they 
would  look  for  depressions  to  protect  them 
from  rain  and  storm,  and  where  there  were 
streams  running  through  their  villages. 

It  is  a  fact  that  the  Meo  will  not  stay 
in  any  one  place  longer  than  3  years.  The 
reason  is  that  after  cultivating  for  2-3  years 
the  soil  will  not  be  rich  for  vegetation  any 
more.  They  will  leave  their  houses  and  old 
plantations  behind  and  move  to  a  new  location. 
They  will  take  with  them  only  their  tools  and 


precious  things.  Besides  looking  for  the  highest 
mountain- top  they  also  look  for  the  tallest  tree. 
They  take  the  tree  as  the  center  of  the  com- 
pound. They  build  an  enclosure  around  the 
tree,  and  people  pay  their  respect  to  it.  The 
tree  is  regarded  as  sacred,  and  the  Meo  tibe 
sacrifices  a  hen  to  it  once  a  year.  They  will 
never  fire  guns  in  the  direction  of  the  tree. 

The  writer  would  like  you  to  understand 
the  word  "Meo" -actually  this  word  is  not 
familiar  to  the  Meo  people  themselves.  They 
call  themselves  "Mong",  but  the  word  "Meo" 
is  more  popular  with  people  in  town  and  the 
writer  prefers  using  the  word  "Meo"  to 
"Mong". 

The  culture  of  the  Meo  is  very  much 
the  same  from  village  to  village.  They  live 
peacefully  in  their  compounds.  There  is  a  head 
of  the  village  called  "Pookang"  acting  as  chief 
or  leader  of  the  village.  The  one  who  is 
elected  by  the  villagers  to  be  the  "Pookang" 
should  be  trustworthy  and  well  to  do.  He 
has   total   responsibility   for   everything  in  the 


village.  If  anything  happens  in  the  village,  he 
has  to  be  the  judge  by  assembling  the  villagers 
in  his  house  in  order  to  decide  the  case.  It 
someone  is  found  guilty,  he  will  be  fined. 
Formerly  the  Thai  government  did  not 
concern  itself  with  the  Meo  people.  But 
nowadays  the  government  has  become  aware  of 
its  responsibility  for  taking  care  of  them. 
Government  officials  give  help  to  the  Meo  in 
many  ways;  for  example,  schools  are  founded 
for  Meo  children,  and  border  police  are  assigned 
to  teach  in  these  schools,  many  roads  are  built 
to  the  villages  in  order  to  communicate  with 
these  people.  Not  only  does  the  government 
help  build  schools  for  the  hill  tribe,  but  His 
Majesty  the  King  gives  grants  from  the  Privy 
Purse  for  the  founding  of  such  school,  too. 
His  Majesty  visits  all  the  villages  at  least 
once  a  year  and  donates  useful  things  of  which 
they  are  in  short  supply.  All  the  hill  tribesmen 
appreciate  his  kindness  and  grace.  They  never 
forget  his  consideration  of  their  needs. 


The  Meo,  looking  very  much  hke  the 
Chinese,  have  a  fair  yellowish  complexion  and 
similar  eye  constructions.  Their  language  resem- 
bles Chinese  but  is  in  fact  unintelligible  to 
most  Chinese  people.  However,  elderly  Meo 
tribesmen  can  speak  the  Mandarin  dialect  spoken 
in  the  central  part  of  China.  The  reason  is  that 
there  are  many  Chinese  people  who  inhabit  Meo 
villages  engaging  in  trade  with  them.  These 
Chinese  are  known  as  "Chin  Haw". 

Most  male  Meos,  especially  elderly  people, 
like  to  shave  their  heads  and  leave  a  bunch  of 
hair  at  the  center  of  the  head.  In  some 
villages,  some  men  have  long  hair  like  women. 
Sometimes  they  have  braids  and  put  the  braids 
under  their  hats.  The  clothing  for  all  male 
members  of  the  village  is  the  same.  For  their 
trousers,  they  use  black  cloth  which  is  some- 
times home-made  and  sometimes  bought  from 
town.  Meo  trousers  are  different  from  those 
worn  by  men  in  town  because  they  sag,  have 
small  legs,  wide  hips,  and  a  stripe  of  cloth 
fastened   at   the   waist.     There   are   two   kinds 


of  stripes,  one  is  red  cloth  about  3  meters 
sewed  with  two  or  three  Hnes  of  green,  black, 
yellow  or  white  thread  at  the  edges.  Each  of 
these  lines  is  approximately  2  or  3  inches  apart. 

Another  piece  of  sash,  made  of  black 
cloth  about  1  x  20  feet,  embroidered  with 
knitting  yarn  using  colored  -  flowered  pattern 
on  both  ends,  is  used  to  tie  around  the  waist, 
letting  the  two  ends  loose  about  1  foot  in 
length.  The  rich  will  have  both  kinds  of 
sashes,  used  alternatively,  while  others  normally 
use  the  red  ones  since  they  are  easily  made 
and  consequently  cheap.  As  for  the  black  sash, 
the  cost  is  around  $  100-200  ($5-10)  or  more, 
depending  on  the  kind  of  workmanship  and 
the  time  spent  on  it. 

To  secure  the  sash,  they  use  belts, 
preferably  made  of  silver  for  both  sexes.  For 
those  who  cannot  afford  the  costly  belts,  they 
would  turn  to  any  kind  of  belts  in  the 
market. 

Their  coats  are  usually  made  of  local- 
made  cotton,  dyed  black.     The  rich  often  have 


access  to  imported  velvet  There  is  no  distinc- 
tion  in  style  between  children  and  adults. 
Both  take  the  same  plain  style,  with  long 
sleeves.  The  decoration  is  on  the  front  whereon 
varied  colored  titbits  are  stitched  up  about  an 
inch  in  width.  The  buttons  are  usually  silver 
coins  with  a  hole  punched  in  and  sewn  by 
knitting  yarn.  Some  may  even  use  tiny  bells, 
so  that  the  wearer  makes  a  tinkling  sound 
while  running  up  or  down  the  hills. 

Their  vests  are  either  white  or  blue,  no 
lower  than  the  waist-line.  The  white  Meo 
particularly  prefers  shorter  coats.  As  a  result, 
his  black  belly  is  exposed.  If  he  takes  a  bath 
at  all,  the  sight  would  be  a  little  bit  passable. 

The  Meos  are  noticeably  tempted  to 
exposure.  Owing  to  the  cold  climate  on  the 
peaks,  the  hill-tribers  need  to  cover  their  heads. 
Their  fez-like  hats  are  made  of  cardboard, 
covered  with  black  cloth,  with  a  red  lining. 
The  top  is  decorated  with  a  small  red  ball, 
made    from    knitting    yarn.       Looking    at    a 


dressed-up  hill-tribesman  you  will  find  him 
so  colorful  and  shiny  from  head  to  foot. 
Surprisingly  their  beautified  clothes  are  all 
hand-made  with  the  exception  of  one  modern 
tool -the  sewing-machine.  Every  household 
tries  to  possess  one.  In  a  way  it  is  a  home- 
factory,  in  terms  of  clothing  goods. 

The  hill-tribesmen  value  silver  higher 
than  any  other  metal.  They  do  not  care  much 
for  gold.  They  possibly  find  that  silver 
yield  the  color  of  their  taste  and  that  it  does 
not  bring  such  danger  as  gold  does  Accordingly, 
everything  they  wear,  be  it  necklace,  ring, 
bracelet,  etc.  is  made  of  silver.     Among  these, 

the  necklace  seems  to  be  of  first  priority.  A 
child  at  the  age  of  one  may  wear  a  necklace. 
The  older  and  more  well-to-do  they  are  the 
more  necklaces  they  wear.  It  seems  natural 
that  some  may  wear  up  to  six  rings  of  necklaces, 
weighing  probably  kilos,  and  still  do  not  feel 
the  burden.     Again,  these  are  home  made. 

Most  Meo  girls  are  strongly-built,  despite 
their  light   complexion.     The   old   saying   that 
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the  female  are  fragile  cannot  be  applied  here. 
Meo  girls  normally  work  harder  than  their 
opposite  sex  and  are  as  strong  as  football 
players.  No  male  attackers  ever  succeed  in 
using  physical  force.  If  one  wishes  to  attempt, 
chances  are  he  will  be  the  loser. 

Among  the  Meo  girls,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  facial  make-up.  Only  their  hair-do  is 
something  of  interest.  The  girl's  hair-do  has 
two  styles  at  the  most :  the  single-knot  while 
they  are  young,  and  the  double-knot,  placed  on 
top  of  the  first  one,  which  is  accumulated  from 
hairs  dropped  by  their  female  relatives  through 
the  years.  To  decorate  the  top,  a  string  of 
beads,  or  silver  coins  is  fastened  round  the 
bottom  of  the  upper  knot.  A  small  piece  of 
bear  bone  is  thrust  as  a  pendant  above  the 
forehead.  Their  coats  are  similar  to  those  of 
the  males,  the  difference  being  the  cut  at  the 
front  down  to  the  breast,  stitched  with  safety 
pins  so  that  it  will  be  convenient  once  they 
reach  the  motherhood.  Colorful  titbits  which 
outline  the  edges  make  the  black  color  promi- 


nent.  Among  their  favorite  colors  are  green, 
white,  yellow,  and  red.  Their  skirts  are  made 
from  the  bark  of  some  plants,  possibly  of  a 
jute  family,  using  the  same  process  as  that  of 
the  jute:  skinning,  pounding,  spinning,  then 
coating  with  molten  wax  before  dying  with 
the  mixture  of  color  powder  and  a  kind  of 
bark.  The  dying  needs  a  pail  big  enough  to 
hold  the  whole  family  supply. 

Besides  skirts  of  this  sort,  there  is 
another  kind  of  sarong  made  of  black  cotton 
of  the  same  length  (8  meters).  This  one  is 
embroidered  with  knitting  yarn  in  flowered 
patterns. 

When  the  cloth  is  sewn  it  is  joined  to 
the  lower  skirt  at  the  edge.  When  is  put  on, 
it  has  a  very  pretty  flowery  pattern.  The  skirt 
is  about  8  meters  long.  It  is  pleated  and  reaches 
down  to  the  knees.  To  make  a  skirt  takes 
about  4-5  months  of  intensive  work.  They 
spend  all  their  free  time  7-9  making  skirts.  It 
is  rare  that  they  have  nothing  to  do. 
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Simply  putting  the  skirt  around  the  body 
is  not  enough  because  the  skirt  is  not  sewn 
as  a  complete  circle.  There  is  also  a  black 
waist  cloth  about  8  metres  long  which  takes  a 
fair  amount  of  time  to  adjust  properly.  The 
wearer  must  turn  round  and  round  to  put  it 
on  and  this  makes  a  bulge  at  the  waist.  There 
is  also  another  cloth  of  a  color  prefered  by  the 
wearer  about  1  foot  wide  and  2  feet  long  hanging 
in  front  from  the  waist  down  to  the  knees. 
This  cloth  has  many  uses:  for  example,  as  a 
covering  when  the  wearer  squats  down.  They 
also  believe  that  a  woman,  by  dipping  this 
cloth  in  warm  water,  and  bathing  the  face  and 
brow  of  her  husband,  can  cure  him  of  illness 
without  any  medicine.  (If  this  fails,  a  spirit 
ceremony  is  performed). 

Males  and  females  use  similar  ornaments 
but  females  will  often  arrange  them  in  different 
ways -and  they  make  more  use  of  the  orna- 
ments than  the  males  do.  Besides  the  neck 
ring,  the  females  use  arm  bands.  There  are 
many  head  ornaments :  a  long  narrow  patterned 
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cloth  is  arranged  in  layers  to  a  point.  Another 
ornament  is  a  thin  device  of  silver.  This  is 
usually  curved  and  when  put  on.  It  curves  from 
the  top  of  the  head  to  the  back  of  the  neck. 
When  females  walk,  the  texture  of  the  skirt 
allows  it  to  sway  back  and  forth. 

The  Meo  leads  a  simple  life.  A  typical 
shack  is  one  built  right  up  on  the  ground,  a 
platform  raised  in  the  corner  as  a  sleeping  place, 
the  plank  walls  vertically  lined  with  no  windows, 
and  thatched  or  teak -leafed  roof.  The  family 
makes  full  use  of  their  shack.  Not  only  does 
it  serve  as  a  shelter  for  the  whole  family,  it 
can  also  be  used  as  storeroom,  barn,  rice-mill, 
etc.  A  big  family  shack  may  house  up  to  50 
members  or  even  more,  whereas  the  average 
size  is  between  20  to  30.  For  privacy,  if 
there  is  any  at  all,  the  married  couples  have 
their  cells  under  the  same  roof,  leaving  some 
space  in  the  middle  wherein  a  fire-pit  is  kept. 
The  fire-pit  is  for  cooking  as  well  as  for 
drying  clothes,  especially  in  the  rainy  season. 
As  for  the  latter  purpose,  it  is  convenient  for 
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the  one  who  wears  an   all-year-round   suit  to 

dry  it  without  bothering  to  take  it  off.    Very 

early  in  the  morning,  you  may  hear  the  rhythmic 

sound  of  paddy  pounding  right  in  the   middle 

of  the  house  while  the  sleepers  seemed  undis- 
turbed. 

Surprisingly  one  scarcely  find  any  friction 
or  quarrel,  despite  the  number  of  famiUes. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  they  are 
too  busily  engaged  in  their  work  to  find  the 
time  for  such  trivialities.   Nor  have  they  time 

for  cleaning  their  bodies  or  living  quarters. 
Simple  or  shabby  as  they  may  seem,  yet  one 
cannot  help   admiring   their   ingenuity   in   the 

way  they  have  their  shacks  set  up  with  regards 
to  nature.       In  such  a  damp  place  one  has  to 

build  one's   shelter   in   such  a   way   as   to    be 

protected  from  rain,  wind,  and  cold. 

The   Meo    raises    rice,    cabbages,   corns, 

potatoes,  carrots  to  earn  a  living.     Litchi  trees 

are  among  the  fruit  tress  that  they  grow. 
Most  vegetables,  with  the  exception  of  corns 
and  rice,  are  sold  at  the  market  places  in  town 

or  nearby  villages.     Corn  and  paddy  produced 
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are  consumed  by  the  household.  Another  kind 
of  fruit  they  grow  is  Hterally  called  'big  lemon' 
(the  Chinese  name  it  'chaa-yen').  Its  shape 
and  taste  is  similar  to  that  of  papaya  but  a 
little  sweet  and  makes  you  feel  cool,  as  its 
Chinese  name  implies. 

The  hill  people  like  to  eat  this  fruit 
with  sugar  since  it  enriches  the  flavor.  The 
fruit  is  also  considered  a  drug  that  can  cure 
acid  indigestion.  It  is  mostly  found  on  northern 
mountain-tops,  especially  on  Doi  Pui  Mount, 
Chieng  Mai  Province. 

Another  main  occupation  of  the  hill 
people  is  peach  cultivation  which  promotes 
their  livelihood  moderately.  Nevertheless,  they 
are  considerably  dispirited  by  the  selfish  traders 
who  unashamedly  underprice  the  peaches.  They 
never  complain,  though,  since  there  is  no  other 
place  for  them  to  sell.  They  have  to  sell. 
They  have  to  submissively  confront  the  fate 
they  are  endowed  with. 

The  hill-tribe  people  lead  their  lives 
quite  simply.     Their  principal  foods  are  usually 
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boiled  salted  meat  or  vegetables,  and  if  there 
is  neither  meat  nor  vegetable  at  all,  rice  with 
salted  water  will  do. 

Their  children  are  trained  to  face  hard- 
ships and  all  kinds  of  miseries  and  troubles. 
They  also  learn  to  be  self-contented.  These 
people  live  peacefully  and  work  hard.  They 
never  want  to  get  associated  with  other  groups 
of  people.  Honesty  is  considered  the  most 
valuable  virtue.  Their  traditions  and  customs 
are  deemed  sacred  and  inviolable  for  which 
they  will  fight  and  sacrifice  their  beloved 
Hves. 

Stealing  is  thought  of  as  the  vilest  deed. 
They  experienced  this  once  when  the  females 
were  left  alone  in  the  village  and  all  men  had 
gone  out  to  the  plantation  areas.  The  village 
was  unexpectedly  invaded  by  two  dreadful 
criminal  -  like  strangers  with  pistols.  The  poor 
old  woman  whom  they  held  up  shrieked  out 
for  her  dear  life.  All  the  men  rushed  back 
with  rifles  in  hand.  The  two  sluggish  invaders 
were  encircled,  and  extremely  terrified  by   the 
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residents'  stern  faces.  They  desperately  begged 
for  mercy,  promising  never  to  commit  this  evil 
deed  gain.  The  poor  rascals  were  finally 
emancipated  by   the  kind-hearted  hill  people. 

Good  guns  are  available  at  any  house 
of  the  Meo  village.  No  one  wants  to  disturb 
these  peaceful  people.  Perhaps,  because  of  the 
strong  unity  among  them. 

Husbandry. 

Hogs,  chickens,  cows,  goats,  and  horses 
are  commonly  raised  for  many  purposes.  Pigs, 
chickens,  cows,  and  goats  are  served  as  food 
for  the  Meo  people  and  as  offerings  to  the 
spirits  as  well.  The  latter  will  be  described 
in  the  following  chapter.  Transportation 
between  homes  and  farms  is  impossible  without 
horses  for  their  farms  are  extremely  far  from 
where  they  live,  even  though  a  cottage  is 
also  built  at  the  farm  where  they  can  spend 
the  nights  whenever  it  is  necessary.  Horses 
alscf  transport  fruits  and   vegetables  from  their 
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homes  to  the  faraway  towns.  There  is  no 
place  where  their  horses  cannot  reach,  no 
matter  how  hard  the  traveUng  is.  Oxen  are 
sometimes  used  instead  of  horses  though  not 
so  widely. 

Meo  women  usually  work  harder  than 
the  men.  They  are  of  good  credit  in  working, 
hard  All  housework  is  efficiently  done  by 
the  women.  Their  jobs  are  fetching  water, 
gathering  wood,  feeding  pigs,  weaving  cloth, 
looking  after  children,  etc.  They  are  always 
busy  with  job  after  job  and  never  find  free 
time.  Every  woman  runs  up  and  down  the 
hills  many  times  each  day  to  complete  her 
daily  work.  In  this  way,  her  family  earns 
extra  money.  They  are  not  familiar  with 
spending  money.  Their  job  is  "to  earn"  money 
but  not  "to  spend"  it.  All  the  money  is  handed 
to  the  father,  brother,  or  husband.  Father  is 
usually  the  treasurer  of  the  family.  Men  are 
to  provide  necessary  things  for  the  family. 
Money  has  never  been  problem  there.  The 
Meo  people  never  quarrel  or  fight   because   of 
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money.      They  greatly  respect  male  elders,  fa- 
ther  or   husband. 

The  following  is  a  good  example  of  the 
Meo  women's  hardship  in  their  work.  A 
woman,  after  a  month's  rest  lying  by  a  fireplace 
after  childbirth,  goes  out  to  work  in  the  farm- 
digging  earth  with  her  baby  on  her  back. 
What  do  you  think  about  her?  A  one-month 
old  baby  on  the  mother's  back  at  work  in  sun 
and  rain.  The  cry  of  the  baby  can  never  stop 
its  mother  working.  The  baby  will  not  be 
brought  home  unless  the  work  is  done. 

Finding  wood  is  not  an  easy  job  for 
men.  But  the  Meo  women  will  simply  go  up 
the  mountains  with  their  long-handled  axes 
to  cut  the  wood  in  a  way  strong  men  anywhere 
else  can  do.  After  the  cutting,  they  walk 
their  way  home  down  the  mountains  with 
piles  of  wood  on  their  back  and  head. 

Another  good  example  is  about  a  woman 
who  does  three  things  at  the  same  time :  sewing 
with  their  hands,  carrying  a  baby  on  her  back 
and  working  the  rice-ginding  machine  with 
their  feet.       Have   you   ever   heard  of   this  in 
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your  life  ?  The  civilized  women  in  town  are 
easily  pushed  away  from  work  by  the  cry  of 
the  baby  alone.  To  them,  taking  care  of  one 
baby  is  a  more  than  enough  job  for  a  town 
woman.  She  is  rather  happy  to  give  her  baby 
even  a  pinch  if  its  cry  could  hold  her  the 
whole  day  from  her  work.  It  is  a  shame  !  Even 
a  fifty  or  sixty-year-old  Meo  woman,  with 
a  little  older  husband,  will,  of  course,  go 
working  with  her  children.  It  is  her  respon- 
sibiHty  to  go  out  working  whereas  her  husband 
stays  at  home  doing  nothing.  He  will  simply 
send  his  wife  and  children  out  to  work  any 
day  he  feels  lazy. 

Actually,  both  Meo  men  and  women 
work  together  for  their  families.  Only  men 
are  a  Httle  spoilt.  Some  women,  though  nearly 
hundred,  go  out  to  work  on  the  mountains 
everyday.  There  is  no  doubt  why  the  Meo 
women  of  50  or  60  years  of  age  will  walk  up 
high  mountains  with  ease.  Their  legs  are  as 
big  as  those  of  the  men's.  Little  children  are 
no   different    from    their    mothers.       Children 
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of  4  or  5  years  old  enjoy  walking  up  and  down 
hills  and  mountions.  High  mountains  and 
faraway  farms  are  always  reached  by  them  as 
well  as  by  their  mothers.  They  are  put  away 
from  their  mother's  backs  as  soon  as  they  are 
old  enough  to  walk,  and  that  means  walking 
after  their  mothers  wherever  they  go.  In  this 
way  they  naturally  teach  their  children  to  be 
patient.  In  fact  the  lesson  of  patience  is  begun 
right  from  the  age  of  only  one  month.  Meo 
children  are  exceedingly  strong  compared  to 
urban  children. 

Meo  beliefs  and  superstitions. 

It  is  believed  that  unhappiness  is  more 
powerful  than  human  beings  or  animals.  Hatred 
brings  only  unhappiness  which  is  the  alternative 
for  happiness  in  one's  whole  life.  Even  animals 
know  what  unhappiness  is.  They  fight  in  order 
to  survive. 

Some  people,  though  knowing  well  that 
unhappiness  exists  in  every  living  thing,  desper- 
ately cause  trouble  to  others.   Even  good  people 
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are  inevitably  disturbed  by  killing,  cursing, 
stealing,  dishonesty,  etc.  Sinful  ones  are 
naturally  punished  by  their  own  evil  deeds. 
That  is  the  law  of  the  cause  and  effect  of  one's 
deeds.  The  Meo  people,  though  living  in  very 
high  mountains,  are  under  this  law,  too. 
They  have  the  same  kinds  of  sufferings :  illness, 
old  age,  death,  and  unhappiness  of  both  body 
and  mind.  No  one  can  escape  from  the  law 
of  truth. 

The  Meo  people,  as  well  as  human 
beings  everywhere,  find  their  own  way  of 
getting  rid  of  their  sufferings.  Spirits  are  invited 
to  be  with  them  through  rites  and  ceremonies. 
It  is  their  belief  that  supernatural  beings  such 
as  spirits  and  angels  exist  everywhere  in  the 
mountains  and  trees.  These  supernatural  beings 
are  the  mightiest  things  in  the  world.  They 
can  do  whatever  they  want  to  human  beings. 
The  spirits  play  important  roles  in  the  matter 
of  illness.  Nothing  seems  more  powerful  than 
spirits. 

They    therefore   turn   towards   the   best 

source  of    respect:  the  spirits.     They    have    to 
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feed  the  spirit  regularly  in  order  to  cure 
unhappiness  as  mentioned  above.  There  are 
many  occasions  for  the  feasts  according  to 
necessity  and  variety  as  follows: 

1.  the  New  Year  Feast. 

2.  the  Feast  to  cure  the  sick. 

3.  the    Feast    to    name  a    baby    and  to 
bring  luck  to  it. 

4.  the  Feast  to  eliminate  the  family  sin. 

The  New  Year  Feast 

The  feast  starts  around  the  29th -31st 
December  and  goes  on  until  the  lst-3rd  January 
every  year.  When  the  time  comes  they  all 
stop  working  and  go  out  to  collect  firewood 
to  keep  at  home  for  boiling  pork,  chicken  and 
rice  on  the  New  Year's  Day  so  that  they  will 
not  have  to  go  out  finding  it  during  the 
festivities. 

On  the  29th,  the  first  day  of  the  festival, 
they  grind  enough  rice  to  eat  during  the 
holidays,  cut  a  lot  of  grass  for  the  horses, 
and  gather   vegetables  for   the  pigs.     Various 
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animals  are  tied  all  over  the  house  including 
the  pig  which  is  to  be  killed.  On  that  day 
they  must  kill  the  largest  pig  they  have.  They 
also  gather  chickens  of  the  same  number  as  the 
members  of  the  household.  In  some  households 
there  are  30  -  40  members.  They  must  capture 
30  -  40  chickens  to  kill  for  feeding  the  spirits. 
On  that  day  the  houses  are  full  of  many  chickens 
in  captivation.  Some  though  slaughtered,  still 
crew  aloud. 

After  having  finished  all  the  preparation, 
they  begin  to  drag  the  pigs  to  the  place  for 
killing  at  about  4-5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
One  hears  numerous  pigs  cry  on  that  day.  Those 
who  kill  large  pigs  get  a  lot  of  honor.  They 
cut  the  head  of  the  pig  and  place  it  on  a  table 
to  worship  the  spirit  of  the  house.  Its  flesh 
is  cut  into  long  strips,  and  they  are  hung 
together  with  its  legs  along  the  beams  in  long 
rows.  What  is  left  is  put  over  the  fire  to  grill. 
There  is  more   than   enough  to  eat. 

In  some  household  they  kill  a  very  large 
pig  which  could  be  eaten  for  months.  Moreover, 
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they  invite  people  from  other  houses  for  a  meal, 
too,  although  every  house  cooks  the  same  sort 
of  food.  They  go  in  crowds  to  various  houses. 
On  the  New  Year  days  they  do  not  eat 
vegetables  at  all  since  it  is  their  belief  that  if 
they  eat  vegetables  on  that  occasion  they  will 
be  poor  later  and  v/ill  only  have  vegetables 
boiled  with  salt  to  eat.  This  belief  seems 
very  odd  to  most  of  us. 

The  old  pieces  of  paper  at  the  shelf  for 
the  spirit  are  replaced  with  new  ones.  They 
prepare  cups  and  light  joss-sticks  and  candles 
the  three  whole  days  and  nights.  Even  the 
old  folks  stay  up  all  three  nights  to  celebrate 
the  New  Year. 

On  the  30th,  they  start  the  day  off  by 
killing  the  chickens  to  worship  the  spirit. 
First,  they  tie  the  correct  number  of  chickens 
in  front  of  the  house  and  put  the  correct 
number  of  eggs  in  a  basin  near  the  spirit 
house.  At  noon  the  head  of  the  household 
takes  all  of  the  eggs  and  the  chickens  to  the 
door.     He  stands  there  lighting  joss-sticks  and 
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candles  and  sticks  them  in  the  egg  basin. 
Then,  he  calls  the  spirit  of  the  household  in 
a  hill-tribe  language  which  sounds  as  if  he  is 
singing.  After  that  all  of  the  chickens  are 
killed,  normally  by  women  who  receive  the 
blood  with  their  hands  and  wipe  them  at  the 
paper  at  the  spirit  shelf.  They  also  stick  a 
few    feathers  at  the    shelf. 

On  that  day  the  number  of  chickens 
killed  must  be  millions  considering  the  large 
number  of  the  hill-tribesmen  both  in  Thailand 
and  in  other  countries.  The  Meo  New  Year 
is  a  tragic  occasion  for  the  chicken.  The  chicks 
cry  for  their  parents  but  they  cannot  do  any- 
thing except  wait  for  their  turn  to  be  killed 
when  they  are  fully  grown. 

By  the  31st  everything  is  ready.  On 
that  day  everyone  has  to  have  a  bath.  Anyone 
who  has  never  had  a  bath  the  whole  year 
must  do  so  on  that  day.  Children  are  also 
forced  by  their  parents  to  have  a  bath  to 
welcome  the  New  Year.  Whatever  they  have 
to  wear  is    taken   out  to    use.     They    spend  a 


25 

great  deal  of  money  on  this  occasion  because 
there  are  many  things  they  have  to  buy.  Some 
households  have  as  many  as  20-30  members 
and  things  must  be  bought  for  everyone  of 
them.  Shoes  in  some  shops  in  town  are  almost 
sold  out.  Both  children  and  grown-ups  have 
to  wear  them.  Young  girls  have  to  wear 
primsoles  Uke  the  men. 

On  the  following  day,  January  1st,  they 
wake  up  very  early  in  the  morning  to  listen 
to  the  first  sound  of  the  year.  It  could  be 
the  sound  of  a  bird,  a  chicken,  a  pig,  a  dog, 
or  a  horse.  Whatever  they  hear  will  tell  them 
their  luck  in  the  coming  year.  If  they  hear 
a  chicken  or  a  horse  first,  they  will  have  good 
fortune  in  that  year.  They  will  earn  their 
Uving  with  much  success  the  whole  year,  will 
become  rich,  and  will  not  have  any  ill  luck. 
If  the  first  sound  happens  to  be  that  of  a  dog, 
they  believe  that  will  be  unlucky  that  year. 
If  they  heard  a  lucky  sound,  their  face  would 
brighten  up  with  triumph,  and  they  will 
spread  the  good  news  to  others. 
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The  young  ones  look  for  ornaments 
which  they  have  kept  with  care  and  put  them 
over  the  new  garments  and  throw  away  the 
old  ones.  The  men  also  put  on  new  black 
garments  and  hats  with  red  top.  Their  black 
long-sleeved  shirts  are  decorated  with  cloth  of 
many  colours  and  glittering  white  buttons. 
They  put  on  many  neckrings  and  wear  rings 
on  every  finger.  Their  red  and  black  waistbands 
are  embroidered  beautifully  in  multi-colour 
flower  -  patterns.  Their  black  trousers  are 
divided  as  low  as  their  knees.  They  walk  in 
crowds  all  looking  alike.  They  seem  really 
elegant  as  if  in  a  dress  competition. 

Children  also  gather  in  crowds.  With 
tops  in  hand  they  are  ready  to  play.  Young 
women  walk  in  pairs  or  in  threes  handin  hand. 
Their  hair  is  in  a  round  bundle  decorated 
with  beads  and  coins  both  in  the  front 
and  at  the  back.  They  wear  long-sleeved 
black  blouses  decorated  with  white  ornaments 
both  at  the  bosom  and  at  the  back.     They  also 
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wear  rings  on  their  fingers  and  2-3  arm-bands 
each  according  to  their  wealth. 

When  they  walk  their  decorations  clink 
and  give  a  sound  of  pieces  of  metal  hitting 
together.  All  of  the  people  go  in  succession 
to  the  village  square.  It  will  be  full  of  the 
red  hats  of  the  men,  both  grown-up  and 
young. 

Healing  of  the  Sick  by  Making  Offerings  to 
the  Spirits. 

In  general,  human  beings  and  animals 
are  alike  in  having  some  kind  of  illness.  But 
the  Meos  have  no  idea  that  it  is  a  common 
thing.  They  believe  that  there  must  be  some- 
thing that  causes  illness.  They  have  their 
faith  in  witch-doctors  and  also  believe  that  the 
doctors  can  get  rid  of  any  kind  of  illness. 
In  their  opinion,  medicines  have  no  importance. 
Therefore,  they  perform  a  magical  ceremony 
or  a  feast  for  spirits. 

Before  the  ceremony,  they  will  send  for 
a  witch-doctor  without  letting  the  sick  person 
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know  about  it.  When  the  doctor  arrives,  he 
will  ask  for  a  coil  of  wire  which  he  curls  up 
into  a  circle.  There  is  a  number  of  bells  attached 
to  the  coil.  The  doctor,  covering  his  head 
with  a  piece  of  cloth,  sits  on  a  table  with  his 
feet  resting  on  the  ground  and  grasps  the  coil 
firmly  in  his  hand. 

Chaff  is  being  burnt  on  the  ground 
while  the  doctor  will  be  in  a  trance  for  about 
ten  minutes.  After  the  doctor's  body  is  in  a 
trance  for  a  while,  it  begins  to  tremble  until 
it  turns  into  a  violent  shake.  At  this  point, 
the  doctor  stamps  his  feet  fiercely  on  the 
ground,  mumbling  in  the  Meo  language.  While 
he  is  stamping  his  feet  and  mumbling,  the  bells 
are  jingling  rhythmatically. 

Someone  in  the  house  will  ask  the 
doctor  what  spirit  causes  the  illness  and  what 
kind  of  offering  (amongst  an  ox,  a  pig  and  a 
chicken)  it  wants  to  partake  of.  The  doctor 
will  mention  the  name  of  the  spirit  promptly. 
Suppose  the  doctor  says  that  a  spirit  which 
haunts  a  tree  named  such  and  such  causes  the 
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illness,  and  that  it  wants  a  pig,  they  will  run 
out  of  the  house  to  hunt  for  a  pig.  After 
finding  one,  they  will  drag  it  violently  into 
the  house  and  have  it  bound  up. 

Then  they  begin  to  make  provisions  for 
the  offering  which  normally  consists  of  joss 
papers,  joss  sticks  and  candles  placed  on  a 
table  in  the  middle  of  the  house.  Then,  they 
have  a  kind  of  grass  used  for  thatching  tied 
up  continuously  into  a  rope  and  have  it  encircled 
the  house. 

The  doctor  begins  the  healing  ceremony 
by  beating  the  gong  at  the  front  door  calling 
the  spirits  to  come  and  take  the  soul  of  the 
poor  pig.  After  calling  the  spirits,  he  goes  to 
the  table,  acting  as  if  he  is  fighting  against  the 
spirits. 

While  the  doctor  is  supposedly  fighting 
with  the  spirits,  one  man  holding  a  plate  full  of 
corn  seeds  and  another  holding  a  water  basin, 
walk  out  of  the  house.  Several  people  run  of 
the  house  in  order  to  catch  a  dog.  Knowing 
well  that   it   is   going   to   be   sacrificed   to  the 
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spirits,  the  hunted  dog  will  run  headlong  for 
its  life.  The  dog  shows  its  fright  by  barking 
and  howling  fearfully.  However,  it  will  always 
be  caught  finally. 

After  the  dog  is  caught,  they  will  grasp 
its  forelegs  and  drag  it  around  the  house  while 
one  man  casts  corn  seeds  and  the  other 
sprinkles  water.  Many  people  help  in  tortur- 
ing the  dog  by  dragging  and  slapping  it  on 
the  ground.  During  the  torture,  the  witch 
doctor  goes  on  beating  the  gong  without 
stopping. 

When  they  make  three  rounds  of  circHng 
the  house,  they  slap  it  to  the  ground  violently 
until  it  dies.  Then  they  take  the  slain  dog 
into  the  house.  Since  there  are  many  people 
coming  to  the  house  and  each  of  them  tries 
to  take  part  in  the  ceremony,  everything  will 
be  in  a  confusion.  Those  who  cannot  find 
anything  to  help  will  gather  around  to  see  the 
ceremony. 

Having  taken  the  dead  dog  into  the 
house,  they  cut  its  head  off.      After  that  they 
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will  either  hang  the  head  on  the  ceiUng  or 
have  it  pinned  on  a  stake  and  insert  it  on  the 
roof,  leaving  the  blood  flowing  down  on  the 
floor.  They  also  cut  its  four  legs  and  have 
them  suspended  over  the  doors.  They  do 
this  with  the  belief  that  the  dog  will  bark  and 
bite  the  spirits  in  order  to  prevent  them  from 
doing  harm  to  the  sick. 

As  for  the  pig,  they  kill  it  and  cut  its 
head  off,  too.  They  cut  it  in  such  a  way  that 
the  head  must  be  attached  to  one  of  its  forelegs. 
After  the  ceremony,  is  over,  they  offer  the  head 
with  a  foreleg  to  the  witch  doctor  for  his  food. 
Pork  is  used  to  feed  the  guests. 

After  the  feast,  the  guest  will  wish  the 
sick  person  well  and  a  quick  recovery  from  his 
illness.  Sometimes  a  goat  is  used  instead  of  a 
dog  in  the^witchcraft.  They  cut  the  goat's  head 
off  while  it  is  still  alive  and  treat  it  the  same 
way  that  they  do  with  the  dog.  These  ceremonies 
take  place  several  times  a  year.  Whenever 
someone  in  the  village  suffers  from  illness, 
whether  it  is  serious  or  not,  they   always   kill 
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a  pig,  an  ox  or  a  chicken  in  order  to  offer  to 
the  spirits.  If  we  Hve  with  these  people  for 
a  period  of  one  year  we  will  see  that  they 
always  suffer  from  illness.  It  might  be  their 
sin  for  the  love  of  killing  animals  that  makes 
them  unhealthy.  One  man  becomes  sick  but  an 
animal  has  to  sacrifice  its  life  for  him.  The 
witch-doctor  says  that  the  animal  killed  is 
offered  to  the  spirits  but  no  one  has  ever  seen 
any.  We  can  see  only  men  eat  beef,  pork  or 
chicken. 

The  writer  of  this  article  suspects  that 
it  is  the  witch-doctor's  wicked  plan  to  get 
some  meat.  Each  time  they  have  the  healing 
ceremony  for  the  sick,  the  doctor  will  get  a 
pig's  forelegs  attached  to  its  head  including  an 
amount  of  coin  money. 

Let  us  consider  the  fact  that  men  as 
well  as  animals,  whether  they  are  good  or  bad, 
have  the  same  miseries :  sickness,  old  age  and 
death.  No  matter  who  we  are  and  no  matter 
where  we  go,  we  are  always  under  some 
natural    power    difficult    to    overcome.       The 
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suffering  caused  by  sickness,  old  age  and  death 
will  always  be  in  this  world. 

Annual  Protective  Ceremony  of  Each  Clan. 

The  Meos  use  their  'sae'  (surname)  to 
begin  their  names.  No  matter  how  many  families 
there  are  in  the  same  clan  or  the  same  'sae', 
they  will  take  turns  in  taking  charge  of  the 
protective  ceremony  to  drive  the  evil  spirits 
away.  This  ceremony  takes  place  once  a  year, 
and  is  usually  held  on  September  9  th  of  each 
year.  When  the  turn  of  the  clan  comes,  the 
head  of  he  clan  will  catch  a  pig,  and  brew 
corn  liquor.  Then,  he  announces  the  news 
to  the  members  of  his  clan  in  order  that  they 
will  gather  for  the  ceremony  on  the  appointed 
date. 

When  everyone  has  heard  the  news,  he 
will  find  a  handful  of  a  special  kind  of  long- 
leaved  grass  and  brush  his  household  with  it 
early  in  the  morning.  After  that  everyone 
will  gather  at  the  ceremony.  The  exorcist  will 
begin  the  ceremony  by  collecting  all  the  grasses 
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which  were  used  to  brush  the  houses  from 
the  members  of  each  family,  bind  them  together 
and  tie  them  to  the  thorny  tree.  Then  the 
exorcist  will  beat  the  gong  which  is  supposed 
to  call  the  evil  spirits  and  to  order  men  to 
prepare  the  bows,  knives  and  guns.  The  exorcist 
will  tell  the  people  to  stand  together  in  a  circle 
and  then  surround  the  circle  with  a  cord.  He 
himself  will  carry  the  thorny  tree  with  the 
grasses  and  walk  around  the  circle,  chanting 
curses  in  order  to  protect  the  people  from  the 
evil  spirits. 

Sometimes  the  exorcist  can  hardly  walk 
because  it  is  said  that  the  evil  spirits,  angry 
with  him  for  cursing  them,  sit  on  his  shoulders. 
In  fact,  on  the  third  round  the  exorcist  can 
hardly  walk  around  the  circle.  After  circling 
the  group  three  times,  the  exorcist  will  stick 
the  tree  into  the  ground,  walk  up  and  down 
and  point  at  the  tree  angrily,  curse  the  spirits, 
and  jump  as  if  ready  to  kill  them. 

After  walking  up  and  down  three  times, 
he    will    cut    the    grasses   into   two    portions. 
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The  Meos  believe  this  will  kill  the  spirits. 
Then  the  exorcist  will  untie  the  cord  which 
surrounds  the  group.  Thus  ends  the  annual 
ceremony  to  drive  the  spirits  away. 

After  the  ceremony,  everybody  will  hurry 

to  the  house  which  is  in  charge  of  making 
merits.  They  will  have  a  feast  of  food  and 
wine.  The  elders  will  tell  their  youngsters 
not  to  touch  any  weapons,  for  example,  knives, 
axes  and  guns.  People  will  stop  working  for 
the  day.  Now  they  will  not  be  killed  violently 
by  guns,  knives  and  falling  trees  because  the 
exorcist  has  killed  the  spirits  and  cursed  others 
so  that  they  will  not  harm  anyone. 

It  is  considered  that  if  there  is  no 
protective  ceremony  by  each  clan,  people  will 
be  killed  violently  by  guns,  knives,  falling 
trees  and  other  violent  causes.  When  they  are 
through  with  the  ceremony,  no  harm  will  be 
done  to  them. 

Each  'sae'  has  a  different  exorcising 
ceremony  and  is  not  held  at  the  same  time. 
Some   family  will   have  the  ceremony  on  New 
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Year's  Day.  The  *sae'  which  is  rich  or  has 
a  lot  of  members  will  hold  a  grand  ceremony. 
But  the  poor  'sae'  will  hold  a  ceremony  only 
for  the  sake  of  it. 

The  Meos  have  various  ceremonies.  Each 
ceremony  requires  kiUing  of  animals.  Even 
in  time  of  trivial  ailment  the  killing  of  pigs, 
cows,  or  chickens  is  required.  They  kill  many 
animals  each  year,  yet  they  call  the  action  the 
merit  -  making. 

Courtship  Ceremony. 

Hilltribesmen  cannot  express  their  love 
openly  as  townsmen  do.  It  is  shameful  for  a 
couple  to  show  their  love  before  other  villagers. 
They  try  to  hide  their  emotional  feelings  as 
much  as  they  can.  A  man  will  not  go  to  a 
girl's  house  to  talk  to  her.  Doing  this  brings 
disgrace  to  the  girl's  parents  and  the  spirits 
of  the  family. 

A  man  can  try  to  win  the  girl's  love 
by  going  to  the  girl's  house  stealthily  at  night 
with  blankets,  sheets  and  flashlight.  He  will 
walk  under  the  girl's  house  secretly  and  knock 
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lightly   at   the   place  at   which   he   thinks    the 

girl  is  lying.       The  girl  will  pretend  that  she 

will  go  to  the  John  for  fear   that  het  parents 
will  feel  suspicious. 

As  soon  as  the  man  sees  the  girl  coming 
out  of  the  house,  he  will  grasp  her  hand  and 
ask  her  where  they  can  meet  for  a  rendezvous. 
The  girl  will  hurry  back  to  het  sleeping  place 
and  pretend  to  sleep.  When  the  girl  sees  that 
her  parents  are  fast  asleep,  she  will  come  out 
of  her  house  to  the  man  again.  The  man  will 
take  her  to  the  dark  woods.  If  it  does  not 
rain,  they  will  sit  under  a  big  tree  whispering 
about  their  love.  If  it  rains,  they  will  find  a 
suitable   place  to  sleep   until   dawn. 

When  dawn  comes  they  will  hurry  home 
before  the  villagers  wake  up.  If  the  girl  loves 
the  man  very  much  she  will  walk  him  home 
before  going  back  to  herplace.  As  soon  as 
she  gets  home  she  will  pretend  that  she  has 
just  waken  up  and  prepares  food  for  the 
family. 
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The  next  night  the  young  couple  will 
meet  again  in  the  same  manner.  If  the  man 
truly  loves  the  girl  and  wants  her  for  his  wife 
he  will  come  to  her  at  night  when  her  parents 
are   fast   asleep  and  take  her  to  his  place. 

The  young  man  will  take  the  girl  to 
his  house  and  there  tell  a  girl  to  get  a  hen 
and  wipe  the  girl's  body  with  it  to  drive 
her  house  spirits  away.  This  means  that  the 
girl  has  become  his  wife  and  they  will  live 
together. 

Three  days  later  the  girl  can  go  home. 
If  she  returns  home  after  staying  with  him  for 
less  than  3  days,  she  is  considered  offending 
the  house  spirits  of  her  husband.  When  the 
girl's  parents  know  that  she  is  now  living  with 
her  husband,  they  are  pleased  and  leave  it  to 
the  girl's  consent.  The  young  man's  and  the 
girl's  parents  will  not  be  asked  to  come  to  the 
wedding  until  after  they  have  two  or  three 
children.  This  is  thought  to  be  a  strange 
marriage.  As  for  the  marriage  itself  we  will 
talk  about  it  subsequently. 
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Marriage 

The  Meo  have  different  types  of  mar- 
riages, depending  upon  circumstances.  A  young 
man  has  different  means  of  finding  a  wife: 
the  young  man  and  the  girl  might  agree  to 
Hve  together;  the  girl  elopes  with  the  young 
man;  the  young  man  drags  the  girl  off  by 
force. 

The  hill-tribesmen  have  many  strange 
practices  concerning  love -some  of  which  we 
find  difficult  to  accept  while  some  are  quite 
interesting  to  know  about.  Whatever  means 
they  choose,  there  will  be  no  scandal  nor 
killing  like  animals.  The  young  man  who  is 
unable  to  win  the  girl's  love  will  let  her  go 
without  any  bad  feelings  towards  her  and  he 
will  never  take  revenge  if  she  refuses  his  love. 
He  just  walks  home  feeling  upset  over  being 
a  loser.  He  will  not  have  any  blemish  of 
either  love  or  cruelty  in  his  mind. 

The  people  living  on  the  plain  who 
consider  themselves  civilized  should  follow  this 
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example  of  the  greatest  sacrifice  of  love.  Not 
many  people  are  as  great  as  these  hill  tribesmen 
in  this  respect.  We  should  let  the  world  know 
that  these  people  who  are  looked  down  upon 
as  being  uncivilized  are  the  ones  who  preserve 
the  good  customs  of  courtship  and  marriage. 
No  one  has  enough  power  to  change  these 
customs  and  anybody  who  breaks  them  will  be 
paid  back  severely. 

Let's  go  back  to  the  question  of  love 
between  a  young  man  and  a  girl  who  will 
soon  be  married.  When  a  young  man  is  in 
love  with  a  girl,  he  will  tell  his  parents  to 
find  a  go-between  who  arranges  a  marriage. 
The  hill-tribe's  custom  of  asking  for  a  girl's 
hand  is  different  from  ours.  The  same  thing 
is  done  no  matter  where  the  girl's  house  is 
near  or  far  or  even  next  door. 

The  young  man's  two  go-betweens  will 
find  a  large  blanket,  put  some  wine  in  a  bamboo 
container,  and  take  a  small  tea  cup  with  them. 
They  leave  their  house  with  an  umbrella  preten- 
ding to  be  travellers  going  on  a  long  journey. 
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When  they  get  to  the  girl's  house,  they 
spend  a  night  there.  After  breakfast  they  will 
get  to  business.  They  mold  pipe  tobacco 
into  a  round  ball  as  big  as  an  areca  nut  for 
the  girl's  parents.  The  girl's  parents  will  not 
accept  it  at  first  and  ask  if  they  have  anything 
to  say.  The  go-betweens  only  keep  on  urging 
them  to  accept  the  molded  pipe  tobacco. 

When  they  accept  it,  the  go-betweens 
will  tell  them  that  they  have  a  beloved  son 
who  wants  to  settle  down  and  work  hard  to 
earn  his  living  as  everybody  else  and  he  would 
like  to  be  a  member  of  that  family.  The  girl's 
parents  then  ask  what  the  young  man's  name 
is  and  they  consult  their  relations  before  telling 
the  go-betweens  whether  they  will  accept  the 
young  man  or  not. 

If  they  do  not  like  the  young  man, 
they  will  say  no  and  take  the  blanket,  the 
umbrella,  and  the  wine  out  of  their  house  and 
tell  the  go-betweens  to  go  somewhere  else.  The 
go-betweens  will  carry  these  things  back  again 
and   ask    them  to   sympathize   with  the  young 
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man  and  accept  him  as  their  son-in-law.  The 
girl's  parents  will  not  listen  and  put  the  things 
out  again.  The  go-betweens  bring  them  in 
once  again  and  use  many  persuasive  words  to 
make  them  consent  so  that  they  both  will  be 
related  and  the  young  man  and  the  girl  will 
live  together  ever  after. 

At  this  point  the  girl's  parents  will 
throw  the  things  out  with  disgust.  The  go- 
betweens  bring  them  in  again  and  again  and 
try  to  make  the  girl's  parents  see  how  good 
the  young  man  is  by  giving  various  reasons. 
He  pleads  until  they  are  too  tired  to  argue  and 
become  soft-hearted. 

When  the  go-betweens  are  successful,  the 
girl's  parents  will  ask  their  relations  once  more 
whether  they  have  any  objection  to  the  go- 
betweens'  insistance.  Then  they  ask  their 
daughter.  If  the  girl  wants  to  show  that  she 
loves  the  young  man  and  she  will  come  out 
sobbing  with  a  handkerchief  on  her  eyes. 

After  that  the  go  betweens  will  leave 
for    home    and    tell    the    young    man    to    get 
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chickens  and  pigs  and  go  to  the  girl's  house 
with  his  parents,  relations,  and  friends.  When 
they  get  to  the  girl's  house,  they  will  kill 
the  pig  and  offer  it  as  a  sacrifice  to  the 
house  spirits.  Then,  food  is  prepared.  Mean- 
while, the  girl's  parents  stay  in  their  bedroom. 

Those  who  come  to  the  wedding  will 
find  four  go-betweens  -  two  for  the  young 
man  and  two  for  the  girl.  The  young  man's 
go-betweens  will  ask  the  girl's  go-betweens 
how  much  they  should  give  for  the  dowry. 
The  girl's  go-betweens  will  ask  the  girl's 
parents  how  much  they  want.  If  it  is  agreed 
on  360  or  400  "theab,"  they  will  let  the  young 
man's  go-betweens  know. 

In  order  to  make  surehow  much  and 
to  bargain,  the  young  man's  go-betweens  will 
go  to  see  the  girl's  parents  with  the  girl's  go- 
betweens  and  ask  them  again.  If  they  do  not 
want  to  lower  it,  the  young  man's  go-betweens 
have  to  agree  anyway  and  ask  the  girl's  parents 
to  come  out  for  the  dowry. 
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The  girl's  parents  care  and  worry  about 
their  daughter  who  is  now  going  to  Hve  with 
her  husband  so  much  that  they  give  her 
several  things  such  as  beautiful  skirts,  a 
necklace,  and  all  sorts  of  ornaments.  Then, 
the  young  man  sets  the  table  and  asks  the 
girl's    parents  to  eat  before  other  people. 

The  guests  begin  to  have  their  dinner. 
The  bridegroom  first  takes  a  bottle  of  alcoholic 
drink  with  small  glasses  to  the  bride's  brother 
and  says  "Dear  brother,  please  call  me  your 
younger  brother.  I  will  call  you  "Pi"  (brother) 
from  now  on."  All  the  bride's  relatives  will 
sit  in  a  row.  The  bridegroom  pours  drinks 
for  everyone.  They  take  an  oath  to  regard 
each  other  as  relatives  in  the  family  from 
that  moment. 

The  bride's  relatives  will  take  turns  at 
pouring  drinks  to  the  bridegroom.  If  the  bride 
has  a  lot  of  relatives,  the  bridegroom  has  to 
give  each  of  them  a  drink  and  he  himself  has 
to  drink  in  return  as  a  witness.  He  will  begin 
to  get  drunk.     The  bridegroom's  relatives  will 
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help  him   to  stay    sober  by    taking  the  drinks 
themselves. 

After  the  ceremony  of  the  drinks,  the 
bridegroom  gives  some  money  to  the  bride's 
parents  and  another  sum  to  her  brothers  and 
sisters  respectively.  Suppose  he  gives  the  elder 
brother  13  tab,  he  will  give  the  younger  brother 
10  tab  which  is  a  smaller  sum  of  money. 

After  this,  the  bride  and  the  bridegroom 
will  return  home  with  his  relatives.  Then,  he 
will  tell  a  girl  in  his  family  to  bring  a  hen  to 
clean  the  bride  to  chase  the  spirit  out  of  her. 
The  wedding  ceremony  thus  ends  happily. 
The  two  persons  become  husband  and  wife 
legally.  If  the  Meo  hill-tribesmen  are  married, 
tkey  will  be  married  at  the  bride's  home;  then 
the  bride  will  go  to  live  at  the  bridegroom's 
house  with  her  father-in-law  and  mother-in-law. 

Another  kind  of  marriage,  which  is  very 
easy,  happens  when  a  young  man  makes  love 
to  his  girl  and  she  gets  pregnant.  The  girl 
will  follow  him  to  live  at  his  house  until  they 
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have  many  children.  They  earn  and  save  some 
money.  He  then  takes  his  wife  and  children 
home  to  be  married  at  his  wife's  house.  The 
ceremony  will  be  the  same  as  mentioned  before, 
except  that  there  is  no  proposal. 

Another  kind  of  marriage,  which  is 
easier,  is  when  a  young  man  falls  in  love  with 
a  girl,  and  asks  her  to  sleep  with  her  in  a  secret 
place.  If  the  girl  gets  pregnant,  she  will  go 
to  live  with  him  without  any  ceremony. 

Sometimes,  three  men  fall  in  love  with 
the  same  girl,  all  of  them  will  go  to  see  the 
girl  and  let  her  choose  at  her  free  will.  When 
one  is  selected,  the  other  two  will  sacrifice 
their  love  nobly.  They  simply  think  that  they 
have  no  luck  in  the  game.  Everything  ends 
peacefully.  From  this  instance,  the  writer 
would  like  to  declare  to  the  whole  world  that 
the  hill-tribesmen  whom  some  societies  ignore 
and  look  down  upon  should  be  regarded  as  a 
good  example  in  their  co-operation  to  create 
and  maintain  peace,  whereas  people  who  regard 
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themselves  as  civilized  are  involved  in  war  and 
commotion  which  can  destroy  the  whole  world. 
The  hill-tribesmen  are  backward  in  mater- 
ialism and  lack  good  education;  however,  they 
are  excellent  nobility. 

Sometimes,  a  young  man  loves  a  girl 
but  the  girl  ignores  him.  He  will  try  to  find 
a  chance  to  take  her  with  force  when  she  goes 
out  and  is  unware  of  any  danger.  If  the  girl 
is  captured,  she  will  call  for  help.  Her  mother 
will  run  to  rescue  her  and  at  the  same  time 
call  her  relatives  for  help. 

The  young  man's  companions  will 
reinforce  to  help  him  take  the  girl.  But  a 
Meo  girl  is  much  stronger  than  the  man. 
When  the  men  rush  forwards,  the  girl  kicks, 
punches  and  scratches  them  until  they  retreat 
haphazardly.  The  men's  side  still  does  not 
give  up  hope.  They  run  in  to  drag  the  girl 
but  the  girl's  side  will  fight  with  greater 
strength.  They  kick,  hit,  slap  and  spit  while 
the  men  jump  aside  to  avoid  the  blows.     The 
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girl's  mother  pulls  her  daughter's  hand  and  all 

her  friends  try  to  help  her,  but  the  men  persist. 

The  battle  for  the  girl   bursts  out  into 

confusion.  The  girl's  mother  sees  that  the 
situation  aggravates.  She  turns  to  take  a 
wooden  weapon  to  hit  him.  But  the  young 
man  can  bear  it;  however  hard  is  the  blow, 
he  must  bear  it.  At  the  same  time,  he  deplores 
loudly  "Mother,  I  will  take  good  care  of  her. 
Let  her  be  mine."  Then  he  kneels  down  and 
pays  obeisance  to  her  three  times.  Her  mother 
does  not  listen  to  him.  Instead  she  hits  his 
head  with  the  wood  and  spits  him  and  shouts, 
"Don't  call  me  your  mother !  I  will  kill  you ! 
You  must  die!"  Then  she  hits  and  hits.  The 
young  men  cannot  win  them.  Tired  and  out 
of  breath,  they  hopelessly  let  them  go. 

When  a  young  man  fails  in  an  attempt 
to  get  a  girl,  he  must  make  an  apology  to  the 
girl  or  to  her  parents  within  three  days  after 
the  incident.  If  he  does  not  apologize,  he  will 
have  to  pay  a  heavy  fine.  Therefore,  if  a  man 
wants  to  capture  a    girl,  he  will  have  to  plan 
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very  carefully  to  be  successful.  But  most  Meo 
men  are  less  strong  than  Meo  girls.  They  can 
hardly  stand  to  fight  a  long   bout. 

The  Meo  man  who  fails  in  taking  the 
girl  by  force  will  feel  very  ashamed  and  avoid 
going  out  because  he  is  afraid  that  the  girl 
will  see  him  and  laugh  scornfully  at  him.  The 
wound  in  his  mind  is  very  difficult  to  heal. 
He  has  to  bear  the  shame  until  it  gradually 
disappears. 

In  teUing  you  about  the  capture,  I  have 
to  add  that  sometimes  some  young  men  are 
successful  in  taking  away  the  girls  they  want. 
Now  I  have  to  stop  speaking  about  the  marriage. 
I  would  like  to  describe  it  in  more  details,  but 
space  is  limited.  Do  read  some  other  stories 
some  other  time  which  may  prove  more  frigh- 
tening than  this. 


Meo  Law 

Let  us  look  at  the  Meo  law.  Not,  many 
people  know  about  it,  so  they  wonder  how 
they  could  live  peacefully  together  without 
having  any  law.  By  contrast,  they  have  their 
own  law  which  is  very  severe,  and  which 
everyone  has  to  obey.  Everybody  is  afraid  of 
the  law  because  if  one  breaks  it,  one  may  be 
killed  or  punished  severely.  It  is  not  important 
when  this  law  was  enacted,  but  the  law  is 
there  and  is  unalterable  even  though  it  has 
not  been  written  down.  It  is  all  learned  by 
heart.  The  Meos  know  the  law  so  well 
that  they  dare  not  break  it.  In  the  old  days, 
the  person  who  broke  the  law  was  executed 
accordingly. 

Adultery  and  Promiscuity  Law. 

There  are  two  most  important  provisions. 

1.  A  young  man  had  affairs  with  a 
young  girl  till  she  was  pregnant.  The  girl 
wanted  to  come  to  live  with  the  boy,  but  she 
was    refused;    so    she    commited    suicide    by 
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taking  a  drug.  When  it  was  learned  who  the 
man  was,  the  girl's  parents  went  to  the  chief 
of  the  village  and  requested  that  the  man  be 
arrested    and    punished    according   to    the  law. 

The  man  was  immediately  arrested  and 
tried.  When  it  was  clear  that  the  man  was 
guilty,  the  chief  told  all  the  villagers  to  stop 
working  on  that  particular  day  so  that  every- 
one could  come  to  watch  the  public  execution. 

People  flocked  to  see  this  drama  because 
this  wicked  affair  rarely  happened.  The  whole 
hill  became  black  because  it  was  filled  up  with 
the  hill-tribes  who  were  dressed  in  black. 
Women  and  children  were  anxious  and  excited 
to  see  the  execution.  Twenty  to  thirty  men 
with  guns  in  their  hands  would  stand  in  a 
line.  The  chief  then  ordered  his  men  to  put 
up  four  posts -wide  enough  to  pull  a  water 
buffalo  through.  One  more  post  was  put  up 
in  the  middle.  A  water  buffalo  was  tied  to 
the   middle   post  by  its   nose. 

The  convicted  man,  who  was  heavily 
guarded,  was  led  to  the  post  and  put  on  top  of 
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the  buffalo's  neck.  His  hands  and  legs  were 
all  fastened  to  the  posts  by  four  ropes.  One  of 
his  legs  was  also  tied  to  the  buffalo  by  a  rather 
long  rope.  While  the  man  was  sitting  on  the 
buffalo's  neck  in  fear,  the  chief  declared  the 
man's  guilt  so  loudly  that  it  was  audible 
throughout  the  hills. 

The  place  become  quiet  for  a  while, 
then  it  grew  noisy  again.  The  chief  gave  the 
signal,  and  then  the  men  started  firing.  The 
buffalo,  terrified  by  this  thundering  noise, 
retreated  and  threw  the  man  over  its  head. 
Accidentally,  the  man  was  caught  on  its  sharp 
horns,  which  made  the  man  bleed  heavily. 
The  men  kept  on  firing  while  the  buffalo 
started  running  for  its  life.  It  broke  the  ropes 
and  dragged  the  man  along;  consequently,  the 
man  was  torn  apart  and  killed  instantly.  The 
crowd  cheered  and  shouted  to  the  buffalo  while 
the  guns  were  fired  continously.  The  buffalo 
kept  running  up  and  down  the  hills  till  it  till 
down  to  its  death  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley. 
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Some  onlookers  were  so  frightened  that 
they  cried  hysterically  or  ran  back  home.  Some 
came  out  of  their  hiding  places  to  have  a  close 
look  at  the  executing  site.  It  was  such  a  busy 
and  confusing  place. 

If  they  could  not  find  a  water  buffalo, 
they  used  two  bulls  instead.  The  man  was  laid 
down -full  length  and  face  down -between 
the  bulls.  Each  of  his  legs  was  tied  to  both 
bull.  When  the  executioners  started  firing 
close  to  the  bulls,  but  not  to  them.  Frightened 
by  the  shots,  they  started  running.  The  crowd 
would  also  shout  to  the  bulls  while  the  men 
kept  on  firing;  as  a  result,  the  bulls  kept  on 
running,  and  finally  they  started  running 
separately.  Undoubtedly,  the  man  was  torn 
apart  to  death.  Anybody  who  breaks  the  law 
must  be  killed  like  this.  So,  no  one  wants 
to  take  a  chance. 

2.  A  man  was  not  pleased  with  his  own 
wife.  To  make  the  matter  worse,  he  was 
also   in    love    with    another    man's    wife.     He 
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managed  to  talk  to  her  and  make  his  feeHng 
known  to  her.  The  woman  was  also  in  love 
with  him,  so  he  planned  to  have  the  woman's 
husband  killed. 

One  night,  that  cold-blooded  woman 
hammered  a  chisel  into  her  husband's  forehead 
while  he  was  sleeping.  The  man  was  killed 
immediately.  Unfortunately,  murder  could  not 
be  concealed  as  it  is  an  insane  act.  It  was 
learned  quite  fast,  and  the  village  chief  ordered 
his  men  to  investigate  the  case  promptly. 
When  it  turned  out  that  a  particular  man  had 
planned  the  whole  thing,  the  man  was  imme- 
diately   arrested. 

In  case  the  corpse  was  still  unburied, 
rotten  and  stank  badly,  the  criminal  would  be 
tied  up  under  the  corpse.  A  hole  would  be 
made  so  that  the  rotten  fluid  would  flow  down 
directly  to  the  man's  nose  and  mouth.  The 
criminal's  mother  was  the  only  person  who 
could  give  food  to  him. 

Occasionally  the  hill-tribes  kept  the  corpse 
from  7  to  15  days  before  it  was  buried.    The 
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corpse  was  neither  put  in  a  coffin  nor  covered 
up  properly.  It  was  only  covered  by  layers 
of  cloth.  The  criminal  would  have  to  be  tied 
to  the  corpse  till  it  was  buried. 

When  it  came  to  the  burial,  the  criminal 
would  be  lowered  down  into  the  grave  first. 
Again,  the  smelly  rotten  fluid  from  the  corpse 
was  poured  over  his  face  and  body.  Then  the 
corpse  was  lowered  down  on  top  of  him,  and 
the  grave  was  covered  up  by  the  earth.  So, 
the  living  and  the  dead  were  buried   together. 

Adultery  is  considered  the  worst  crime 
by  most  hill- tribes.  Anybody  who  saw  this 
punishment  would  be  so  scared  that  he  would 
not  want  to  get  mixed  up  with  another  man's 
wife.      Consequently,  .no    adultery    has    been 

committed  since  then. 

Everyone  feared  that  more  than  death. 
Should  anyone  commit  that  type  of  sin  again 
he  would  be  shot  in  cold-blood!  To  kill 
someone  because  he  or  she  has  violated  the 
mores  and  the  customs  was  never  really  of 
any  concern  of  the  head  of  the  village.  The 
fellow  villagers  would  not  give  much  attention 
either.     Nor  was  this  act  illegal. 
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Misdemeanor 

The  fines  were  usually  very  heavy  if 
not  outrageous  at  times.  When  one  failed  to 
produce  the  necessary  fine  he  would  be  whipped 
equal  to  the  fine  charged  on  him.  For  instance, 
a  twenty  dollar  fine  required  twenty  strokes 
of  whipping. 

The  whip  was  something  else  again.  It 
was  a  tendon  of  the  reproductive  organ  of  a 
cowl  Holy  Cow!  They  would  stretch  it  by 
tying  a  stone  on  one  end  of  it  and  hanging 
it  down  from  a  tree.  Although  no  laws  were 
put  into  print,  seeing  that  created  a  lasting 
impression  on  them.  They  were  never  actually 
exposed  to  the  Thai  laws.  It  could  be  that 
heavy  punishment  and  the  enforcing  of  it 
that  enabled  the  villagers  to  have  peace  and 
harmony. 

How  do  the  Meo  give  birth 

The  Meo  method  of  delivering  a  child 
is  really  something  unique.  To  them  obstetri- 
cians  and    pediatrists   are  of    no   use,   not   to 
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mention  the  mid-wives.  No  hospital  is  in 
sight.  Only  the  girl's  mother-in-law  and  her 
husband  are  on  hand  during  the  delivery  of 
a  child. 

But  if  she  gets  pregnant  out  of  a  wed- 
lock, she  will  be  expelled  from  her  village  and 
ostracized.  She  will  have  to  go  deep  into 
the  forest  to  find  a  place  to  have  a  baby  by 
herself.  No  one  not  even  her  family  can  help 
her  since  it  will  be  against  the  spirit's  wish. 
She  cannot  ask  for  shelter  from  anybody  lest 
the  spirits  would  get  upset.  So  one  could 
see  that  to  the  Meos  the  spirits  was  above 
everything. 

Strangely  enough  most  of  the  illegitimate 
children  and  their  mothers  survive.  Once  a 
child  is  born  the  mother  could  go  back  home  to 
her  parents,  but  they  connot  go  inside.  They 
must  remain  on  the  edge  of  the  house  for 
one  month  and  take  care  of  everything  them- 
selves. 

Worse  yet,  they  had  to  make  do  with 
only  rice  and  salt-water.     This  incident  oddly 


58 

enough  usually  happen  to  not-too-well-endowed 
women.     Perhaps,  the  pretty  ones  did  not  have 
much   problems  finding  the  husbands.     All  in 
all,    the      Meos    must    obey    the    folklore    set 
forth  by  the  spirits! 

Let  us  now  study  the  Meo  method  of 
delivering  a  child.  Just  before  a  mother  gave 
birth  to  a  child,  her  husband  and  her  mother- 
in-law  would  bring  some  hay  or  rice  straw 
and  convert  it  into  a  nest-like  cot.  On  the 
top  it,  the  would  lay  a  piece  of  cloth.  Once 
a  child  was  born  they  would  use  a  very  sharp 
knife  to  cut  the  umbilical  cord.  Then  they 
would  wash  the  baby  in  lukewarm  water. 
Finally,  the  infant  is  put  to  sleep  in  the 
prepared  cot. 

The  afterbirth  was  then  buried  near 
the  main  post  of  the  house  in  the  middle  of 
the  room.  All  of  the  afterbirths  would  be 
buried  at  the  same  place  so  that  the  spirits 
would  take  care  of  them  and  give  them  the 
everlasting  happiness. 
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Three  days  after  the  child  was  born, 
they  will  talk,  prepare  food  for  the  spirits  and 
name  the  child.  They  will  put  a  table  on  the 
left  side,  get  five  fowls,  and  appoint  man  to 
perform  the  ceremony.  Three  fowls  are  kept 
in  the  house :  one  killed  to  feed  the  spirits,  one 
killed  to  call  out  the  child's  name,  and  one  killed 
for  the  mother  of  the  child.  The  other  two  are 
kept  outside  the  house :  one  for  the  spirit  that 
sends  a  female  child  to  them,  one  for  the  spirit 
that  sends  them  a  male. 

Meo's  Custom  and  Practices  concerning  Death. 

Death  is  a  natural  thing.  Nobody  can 
fight  against  it  because  death  has  stamped  itself 
on  every  person.  Everyone  knows  that  he 
will  die  sooner  or  later  but  cannot  determine 
the  exact  time.  He  must  die  from  being  very 
sick  or  very  old.  But  some  people  cannot 
wait.  They  try  to  kill  themselves  because  they 
feel  that  they  will  only  suffer  by  continuing 
to  live.  They  are  afraid  of  the  suffering  that 
burns  in  their  heart.     So  they  are  in  a  hurry 
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to  die.  This  is  why  Buddha  said  that 
suffering  is  the  most  disastrous  thing  in  the 
world. 

This  'suffering'  should  not  be  let  to  grow 
to  the  point  that  one  would  have  to  resort  to 
unwise  solution.  No  one  can  escape  death. 
But  dying  correctly  or  wrongly  is  another 
matter.  The  kind  of  death  that  we  will  talk 
about  is  that  of  the  Meo.  These  people  are 
very  particular  about  dying.  This  is  why  we 
call  it  the  "Meo  Custom  and  Practices  concerning 
Death".  There  are  so  many  things  they  have 
to  do  connected  with  dying.  I  have  seen 
them,  and  are  not  pleasant  to  look  at.  However, 
for  the  benefits  of  those  who  do  not  have  an 
opportunity  to  see  them,  I  shall  describe  them. 

When  a  man  is  so  old  that  he  may 
die  any  moment,  the  relatives  will  come  to 
look  after  him,  except  those  who  live  far  from 
him.  The  relatives  will  sit  with  their  legs 
straight  out.  And  the  old  man  is  laid  on 
their  outstretched  legs.  They  will  sit  like  that 
till   the   old   man   dies. 
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When  he  dies,  one  person  will  run 
outside  the  house  with  a  rifle  and  fire  three 
shots.  The  others  in  the  village  will  know 
what  has  happened  and  will  come  to  the 
house.  Some  of  the  dead  man's  relatives  will 
take  a  bottle  of  alcoholic  beverage  and  a  tea-cup 
to  all  the  old  folks  in  the  village.  Each  one 
of  them  will  be  offered  a  cup  of  the  alcohol 
and  invited   to  the  funeral. 

These  old  folks  will  meet,  talk  and  select 

two  persons  to  manage  the  ceremony.       After 

that  they  will  put  the  clothes  on  the  dead  man, 

together    with  all   of   the  clothes   that  he  had. 

Then  they   will  wash  his  face.      The  rich  one 

may  have  up  to  ten  layers  of  clothes.       After 

dressing   up  the  dead  man,  they  will   put  him 
on    a    plank   and    lay   him    in    the   middle    of 

the  house. 

Then  with   a   cup    of  alcohol  they  will 

go    to    the    medicine-man   and   invite   him    to 

come.     He  comes  and  more  people  will  continue 

to  show  up.     People  will  stop  their  work  and 

come.     Some   will   go   to   find   a   hollow   tree 
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trunk  to  make  a  drum.  Some  will  make  a 
stand  for  laying  the  dead  man.  They  will  put 
the  drum  in  the  middle  of  the  house. 

The  medicine-man  will  then  call  the 
spirit  of  the  dead  man.  They  will  have  a 
fowl,  a  bottle  of  alcoholic  beverage  and  a  piece 
of  bamboo  about  5  inches  long.  The  bamboo 
is  cut  in  two.  The  medicine-man  puts  the 
fowl's  heart  in  the  bamboo.  He  then  will  put 
the  two  pieces  together  and  lay  them  on  the 
ground.  If  the  two  pieces  turn  up  according 
to  what  they  think  is  good,  it  means  that  the 
spirit  is  ready  to  consume  the  fowl. 

The  medicine-man  will  crush  the  fowl's 
heart  a  Httle  and  put  it  in  his  mouth  with  a 
cup  of  alcohol.  Then  he  will  place  the  chicken 
at  the  side  of  the  dead  man  and  tell  him  to 
take  the  spirit  of  the  chicken  with  him  to 
get  the  afterbirth  which  was  buried  in  the 
middle  of  the  house  when  he  was  born,  and 
leave   for  heaven. 

Then  the  medicine-man  will  burn  gold 
and  silver  paper  for  him.     Some  of  the  villagers 
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will  find  about  ten  pieces  of  round  wood  and 
put  them  beside  the  dead  man.  Then  the 
drummer  and  a  flutist  are  asked  to  play  the 
reqiuem. 

When  the  music  ends,  the  corpse  is  laid 
on  the  wooden  stand,  which  is  about  3  meters 
high.  The  dead  man's  head  is  orientated 
toward  the  west  on  the  left  side  of  the  door. 
They  then  place  a  pig  next  to  him,  tying  it 
to  one  of  his  wrist.  The  medicine-men  tells 
the  dead  man  to  take  the  pig  with  him  to 
heaven. 

After  the  speech,  the  pig  is  stabbed  to 
death  at  the  gorge.  Its  blood  is  boiled,  and 
then  one  spoon  of  it  is  put  in  the  corpse's 
mouth.  People  came  to  pay  respect  to  the 
corpse  at  the  house.  The  neighbours  are 
then  assigned  to  various  works:  two  to  be 
drummers,one  at  a  time,  one  to  play  the  "can", 
a  musical  instrument,  two  to  husk  rice,  two  to 
cook,  to  find  the  twigs  for  a  fire,  another  two 
to  bring  water.  The  host  does  not  have  to 
do  anything   except   cry. 
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People  from  other  villages,  knowing  that 
somebody  had  died,  will  come  to  pay  respect 
to  the  corpse.  If  they  are  relatives  or  close 
friends,  they  will  cry  with  a  loud  noise  in 
front  of  the  corpse,  and  they  will  take  good 
care  of  the  corpse ,     not  allowing  flies  to  bother 

the  corpse.  The  corpse  is  kept  at  home  for  5-15 
days,  without  being  covered  except  with  some 

clothes  but  leaving  the  face  to  be  seen.  In 
spite  of  the  bad  smell,  they  stay  through  the 
whole  period  of  15  days.  During  this  time 
pigs  are  killed  to  be  food  for  the  guests.  If 
there  are  a  lot  of  guests,  many  pigs  are  killed 
in  a  day.  They  boil  the  pork  and  put  in  some 
salt,  but  no  vegetables.  Before  each  feast,  they 
fire  three  shots  as  a  mark  of  respect.  The 
drummers  do  their  duty  and  so  does  the 
"can"  player.  The  music  creates  a  mournful 
atmosphere. 

The  crying  has  to  be  at  the  right  time, 
for  example,  when  the  witch-doctor  says, 
"Now  his  soul  fhes  away  from  us,  and  will 
never  return,"  the   relatives   and   close   friends 
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start  crying  aloud,  and  tears  stream  down.  The 
whole  mountainside  is  throbbing  with  these 
noises:  crying,  drumming,  and  playing  the 
"can".  They  will  only  moan  before  the  witch- 
doctor makes  a  speech. 

Speaking  about  drumming,  these  people 
do  not  drum  frequently  as  others  do,  and  the 
drum  will  be  destroyed  as  they  bury  the  corpse. 
So  if  you  happen  to  visit  the  Meo  and  hear 
the  drumming,  follow  the  noise  which  is  a 
sign  of  mourning,  and  you  will  have  a  rare 
experience. 

If  the  corpse  is  still  in  the  house,  it 
will  be  watched  by  relatives,  each  one  for 
hours.  In  spite  of  the  smell,  they  show  no 
disgust.  If  the  hand's  skin  falls  off,  they  will 
save  it  to  be  worshiped.  It  is  considered  good 
luck. 

One  day  before  the  corpse  is  buried, 
the  neighbours  bring  some  rice  and  money 
for  the  rite.  Having  arrived,  they  fire  three 
shots,   and   the   host   does   the   same   but  with 
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six  shots.  This  goes  on  all  day  long.  After 
saluting,  the  guests  go  inside  the  house  with 
the  things  they  brought.  Near  the  corpse, 
they  describe  the  good  deeds  of  the  dead  person 
and  then  go  out,  allowing  the  others  to  do 
the  same. 

There  are  even  more  people  on  the 
burial  day.  Young  men  from  faraway  villages 
also  come  to  help  carry  the  corpse  to  the  area 
where  the  sun  shines.  They  take  turns  in 
carrying  the  corpse:  two  persons  at  a  time. 
They  are  eager  to  do  this  duty  because  it  will 
benefit  them  in  the  next  world. 

The  corpse  is  placed  on  a  stand  about 
a  metre  high.  The  music  of  the  drum  and 
the  "can"  still  goes  on.  Then  it  is  time  to 
kill  oxen.  The  oxen  are  tied  to  a  pole  nearby, 
and  the  rope  with  which  the  oxen  are  bound 
is  placed  in  the  corpse's  hand.  It  is  said  that 
the  oxen  will  lead  the  soul  to  heaven  and 
there  he  will  have  meat  for  food.  Each  child 
of  the  dead  person  will  sacrifice  an  ox  for 
the  departed.    Thus,  if  he  has  fifteen  children. 
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he  will  have  fifteen   oxen   sacrificed.         They 
seem  to  enjoy  sacrif  icing  oxen. 

This  is  a  typical  example  of  how  an  ox 
is  killed.  The  ox  killer  raises  his  hammer  high. 
He  pounds  fiercely  but  the  ox  sidesteps  and 
the  hammer  hit  the  ground  with  a  heavy  sound. 
The  large  crowd  burst  into  laughter.  They 
really  enjoy  committing  sins.  After  all  the 
oxen  have  been  killed,  they  cut  them  up. 

The  dead  person's  relatives  sit  sadly  and 
care-worn  around  the  corpse.  Frequently,  they 
fan  the  dead  body.  When  one  man  dies,  fifteen 
oxen  are  killed.  If  the  pigs  killed  during 
the  fifteen  days  after  the  death  of  a  Meo  are 
counted,  too,  they  will  add  up  to  20-30  animals. 
If  the  dead  happened  to  be  poor,  they  will  try 
very  hard  to  find  pigs  and  cows  to  kill.  Even 
though  they  do  not  have  any  money,  they 
are  prepared  to  be  in  debt  for  sacrificial 
animals  for  the  time  being.  Otherwise,  they 
would  sell  their  own  children  in  order  to  get 
money  for  the   funeral.       Although   only   one 


68 

person  has  died,  the  living  will  be  in  debt  for 
his  funeral.  That  is  the  reason  why  the  author 
says  the  dead  sell  the  living.  That's  not  all : 
the  living  have  to  sell  the  living  as  well. 

Each  musician,  drummer  and  "can"  blo- 
wer, receives  a  present:  two  beef  ribs  each. 
The  beef  is  boiled  with  salt  and  fed  to  the 
people  near  the  corpse.  The  owner  of  the 
house  gets  what  remains  from  the  feast.  Some- 
times only  the  house  is  left  because  of  the 
large  number  of  people.  There  is  nothing 
left  to  eat  because  they  only  eat  meat,  not 
vegetables. 

The  time  of  the  funeral  would  be  about 
3-4  p.m.  The  grave  will  have  already  been 
located.  It  would  be  on  a  peak  of  reasonable 
height  near  a  stream  with  running  water.  No 
matter  how  far  the  tribesmen  are  forced  to 
find  the   place. 

When  the  funeral  procession  was  due  to 
start,  people  crowd  together.  The  children  of 
the  dead  walk  and  beg  for  help  from 
everyone    around.        They    beg    by   kneeling, 
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thumbs  placed  on  the  ground,  and  ask  the 
crowd  to  help  them  to  carry  the  corpse.  Then 
the  crowd  makes  a  line  to  pay  respect  to  the 
dead.  The  bereaved  children  then  ask  the 
first  two  men  to  carry  the  corpse.  Then, 
the  next  two  take  their  turn,  until  the  last 
two  reach  the  located  grave.  Everyone  tried 
to  run  as  quickly  as  he  could  to  take  his  turn 
at  this  duty  because  it  is  a  way  to  make  merit 
despite  the  hilly  pathway  and  streams.  Though 
they  carry  the  corpse  along  the  narrow  paths 
with  great  difficulty,  they  do  not  complain 
about  anything  but  keep  on  helping  each  other 
until  they  get  to  the  destination.  Because  of 
the  difficulty  of  travelling  in  the  hill  country, 
this  job  requires  hundreds  of  people.  Many 
hands  make  light  work. 

When  they  reach  the  grave,  they  place 
the  corpse  on  the  ground.  Someone  digs  one 
handful  of  earth  and  asks  the  children  to 
hold  it.  Then  they  set  the  corpse  on  the 
stretcher  before  dropping  it  down.  They  burn 
the    papers   for   the   dead.       Later,    they  place 
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the  corpse  in  the  grave  and  cover  it  up  with 
soil.  Next,  they  throw  small  stones  on  the 
grave.  Then,  they  run  home  quickly  without 
looking  back.  At  home,  they  place  the  handful 
of  soil  from  the  grave  above  their  sleeping 
area.  The  villagers  believe  that  the  soil  is  the 
spirit  of  all  those  who  attended  the  funeral. 

Three  days  later,  they  prepare  some 
food  for  the  dead  by  placing  it  at  the  half-way 
point  on  the  path  to  the  grave.  On  the  second 
day  they  placed  it  much  closer  to  the  grave. 
On  the  third  day  they  go  to  the  grave  and 
leave  some  food  there.  Then  they  help  each 
other  to  place  the  stones  neatly  about  one  foot 
high  along  the  length  of  the  grave.  They 
sweep  the  area,  find  leaves  to  make  a  roof 
to  protect  the  corpse.  They  fence  the  area 
so  wild  animals  will  not  destroy  the  corpse. 

Thirteen  days  later,  there  is  a  cere- 
monial feast  to  appease  the  spirits.  The  dead 
man's  soul  is  called  back.  They  make  an  image 
of  the  dead  man  from  earth  and  place  it  in  the 
winnowing  tray,  and  put  two  sticks  beside  it. 
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Then  they  cover  the  winnowing  tray  with 
a  shirt  that  indicates  that  the  dead  person  is 
inside.  Next  they  kill  a  chicken,  place  it  near 
the  winnowing  tray,  and  ask  the  spirit  by 
joining  two  sticks  of  bamboo  on  the  ground, 
one  upside  down  and  one  turned  up.  They 
place  a  small  piece  of  the  chicken's  heart,  a 
small  amount  of  rice  and  local  wine  in  a 
spoon,  symbolically  feeding  the  spirit.  Then 
they  leave  everything  there. 

The  exorcist  removes  everything  from 
the  winnowing  tray.  He  spins  it  to  turn  it 
up.  That  indicates  that  the  soul  of  the  dead 
does  not  want  to  go  to  the  grave.  He  spins 
it  again  to  lead  the  soul  to  the  grave.  If  it 
turns  upside-down,  the  soul  wants  to  leave. 
Then  they  burn  the  silver  and  gold  papers  for 
the  soul  of  the  dead  and  to  tell  the  soul  the  way 
to  return  to  the  grave.  The  boiled  chicken  for 
the  dead  is  eaten  up  by  the  living.  After  three 
years,  they  will  perform  this  ceremony  again. 


Rustic  Virtue 

The  north  of  Thailand  is  fertile  with 
crops  owing  to  abundant  water  in  the  various 
streams  which  originate  in  the  numerous  moun- 
tain ranges  spreading  as  far  as  the  Burmese 
border.  Forests  on  these  mountains  are  green 
throughout  the  year  as  they  have  not  yet  been 
reached  by  the  hands  of  destruction.  On  one 
of  these  mountain-tops  where  streams  of  water 
flow  all  the  year,  even  in  the  dry  season,  is 
situated  a  hill-tribe  village  with  about  sixty 
households.  The  inhabitants  live  and  work 
peacefully. 

The  village  is  situated  in  a  deep  valley 
surrounded  by  mountains.  These  houses  are 
built  among  large  trees.  Not  very  far  away 
a  stream  of  water  flows  incessantly  from 
above.  Water  from  the  stream  is  directed  by 
a  chain  of  many  halves  of  bamboo  sticks  to 
the  village  for  general  use.  The  peak  that 
dominates  the  village  is  higher  than  other  peaks. 
It  towers  majestically  over   other  neighbouring 
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peaks.     It  is  known  as  Doi  Sarm  Muen  or  the 
Peak  of  Thirty  Thousand. 

In  that  village  lived  a  handsome  young 
man  named  Tua.  Everyday  Tua  went  out 
hunting.  Being  a  very  good  shooter,  incom- 
parable among  the  villagers,  Tua  never  failed 
to  come  back  with  some  meat  for  his  parents 
and  relatives.  Tua  himself  had  enjoyed  hunting 
since  he  was  very  young,  and  his  skill  is  no 
worse  than  that  of  a  professional  hunter. 

One  morning  Tua  went  out  alone  as 
usual  equipped  with  a  gun,  bullets  and  arrows. 
He  made  his  way  towards  Doi  Sarm  Muen 
through  the  forest  with  great  skill.  On  his 
way  he  wanted  to  ease  himself  so  he  went  into 
a  small  wooded  area.  As  he  was  going  to  pull 
up  his  trousers  he  was  shocked  to  find  a 
young  woman  squatting  at  a  tree  trunk  answer- 
ing Nature's  call. 

This  woman  was  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
girls  of  the  neighbouring  village,  well-known 
to  all  in  that  area.  The  young  woman,  whose 
name  was  Mua,  was  not  aware  that  there  was 
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somebody  else  in  that  area  because  she  herself 
was  absorbed  in  watching  two  chameleons 
making  love. 

Tua  was  petrified  by  this  rare  sight. 
It  was  the  first  time  he  ever  saw  a  naked 
female  body.  He  could  not  force  himself  either 
to  continue  on  his  journey  or  to  utter  a  sound. 
Once  he  got  his  senses  back,  he  jumped  to  hide 
behind  a  bush,  poised  his  gun  and  shouted 
"Bang!"  Mua  was  so  frightened  that  she  ran 
away  without  even  cleaning  herself. 

After  the  girl  had  gone,  Tua  began  to 
miss  her.  He  had  fallen  in  love  with  the 
young  girl.  From  that  day  onward  Tua  did 
not  go  out  hunting  anymore.  One  day,  he 
could  bear  it  no  longer.  So  he  went  to  look 
for  Mua.  He  skirted  her  house  hoping  to  have 
a  chance  to  meet  her  when  she  came  out  of 
the  house  on  some  business. 

After  a  while  the  girl  came  out  with  a 
bucket  in  her  hand  to  get  some  water.  Tua 
was  so  excited  to  see  her  that  he   went  up  to 
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her  and  grabbed  her  hand.  Mua  was  somewhat 
frightened  by  this  unexpected  approach.  Later, 
however,  they  went  into  the  woods.  Tua  told 
her  how  he  loved  and  missed  her.  The  girl 
was  very  shy;  she  did  nothing  but  smile  and 
look  into  his  eyes  sweetly  and  meaningfully. 
She  then  replied,  '*Don't  lie!"  not  showing  any 
sign  of  affection. 

Tua  then  said,  "I  swear  love  you  truly. 
Let  Doi  Sarm  Muen  be  my  witness !  As 
long  as  Doi  Sarm  Muen  is  there  my  love  for 
you  will  remain.  If  I  don't  have  you  in  this 
life,  I'd  rather  jump  from  that  Doi." 

Mua  said,  "Don't  you  try  to  deceive 
me.  How  fast  you  fall  in  love  and  how 
eiasily.  You  seem  to  love  me  so  much  that 
you  could  die.  You  say  these  sweet  words 
too  readily,  I  think."  Having  said  thus,  she 
looked  at  him  as  if  she  also  loved  him,  and 
then  ran  away. 

The  young  man  gaped  at  her,  not 
knowing  what  he  should  do  under  such  a 
circumstance.     At  first,  he   thought   that  Mua 
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would  come  back  soon;  yet  an  hour  went  by 
and  still  there  there  was  no  sign  of  her.  He 
therefore  went  back  home  himself  feeling  very 
disappointed.  He  dreamed  of  Mua  sitting  at 
the  tree  trunk  all  day  and  night. 

One  night,  Tua  found  his  suffering  too 
much  to  bear.  So  he  arranged  with  two  of  his 
friends  to  go  and  force  Mua  to  go  with  him. 
Once  they  arrived  at  Mua's  house,  Tua  told 
his  friends  to  hide  while  he  himself  crept  to 
the  place  where  Mua  was  sleeping  and  shone 
a  flicker  of  light  at  her  to  let  her  know  that 
someone  wants  to  see  her. 

Mua  got  the  message  and  she  pretended 
that  she  would  like  to  do  some  business  outside 
to  escape  the  watchful  eyes  of  her  parents. 
When  she  left  the  house  Tua  whistled  with  a 
very  low  sound  and  ran  to  her.  He  took  hold 
of  her  hand  and  led  her  to  his  home. 

The  other  two  friends  came  out  from 
their  hiding  place  and  helped  to  prevent  her 
from  freeing  herself.  Mua,  seeing  the  men, 
screamed  at  the  top  of  her  voice.     Her  mother 
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heard  the  noise  so  she  came  running  out  of 
the  house.  Seeing  her  daughter  strugghng 
with  three  men,  she  shouted  to  call  for  help 
from  her  relatives  to  come  to  rescue  her 
daughter. 

Mua's  mother  did  not  like  Tua.  There- 
fore, she  and  her  friends  fought  to  protect 
Mua  from  Tua  and  his  two  friends.  She  held 
her  daughter  tightly  around  the  waist.  She 
and  her  friends  tried  every  possible  means  to 
protect  Mua  by  kicking,  punching,  slapping, 
spitting  and  so  on.  The  men,  however,  did 
not  give  up.  They  fought  back.  The  fighting 
continued  fiercely  until  both  sides  felt  very 
exhausted. 

The  men  won  the  fight  and  took  Mua 
to  Tua's  house.  She  came  under  the  care 
of  Tua's  mother.  According  to  custom,  the 
girl  had  to  be  cleaned  by  the  mother,  using 
a  her,  to  get  rid  of  bad  spirits.  Then,  against 
her  will,  she  was  accepted  as  Tua's  legal  wife. 
She  had  to  stay  in  the  house  without  paying 
a  visit  anywhere  for  three  full  days.  On  the  day 
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following  her   arrival    Mua's    parents    came  to 
see  her  to  take  her  back,  but  without  success. 

After  two  years,  Tua  and  Mua  still  did 
not  have  any  children.  One  day  Tua,  decided 
to  go  hunting  in  the  forest.  He  took  the 
necessary  things  with  him  and  went  into  the 
forest.  As  he  walked  through  the  forest,  he 
kept  glancing  here  and  there  carefully  so  that 
he  would  not  miss  any  opportunity  for  game. 
Instead,  he  came  across  a  monk.  He  went  up 
to  him  and  paid  respect  to  him.  A  conversa- 
tion started  between  him  and  the  monk: 

T.     Who    are    you?       Where    are    you    from, 
reverend  brother? 

M.    I  am  a  monk.  I  came  from  Maze  Mountain. 
T.     Why  are  you  here? 
M.    To  look  for  the  mokkha-dhamma, 
T.     What  is  mokkha-dhamma, 
M.    It    is    the    means    of    emancipation    from 
suffering.     This  is  mokkha-dhamma. 

T.     Oh,  reverend  brother,  I  am  impressed  with 
your  ways.    You   seem    to    be    very  self- 
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contented.  The  forest  is  lonesome  yet  you 
can  stay  alone.  In  case  you  have  any 
hardship,  do  not  hesitate  to  tell  me.  I  may 
be  able  to  help  you. 

M.  My  suffering  is  quite  like  any  others'  and 
is  common  to  all  mankind.  No  one  can 
help  another  to  eliminate  this  kind  of 
suffering  -  only  the  sufferer  himself  can. 
Nowadays,  technological  advancement  and 
political  means  are  believed  to  be  the  right 
means  to  eliminate  mankind's  suffering. 
I  feel  that  these  means  result  in  more 
human  suffering.  A  person's  attempts  to 
ehminate  his  own  suffering  within  himself 
is  indeed  the  only  effective  means  of  reduc- 
ing suffering.  By  this,  I  mean  the  elimina- 
tion of  suffering  caused  by  birth,  old  age, 
sickness  and  death. 

T.  I  am  interested  in  what  you  have  said  and 
would  like  to  know  how  to  eliminate  all 
kinds  of  suffering. 
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M.  There  are  various  ways  such  as  dana 
(charity),  s'tla  (refraining  from  wrong- 
doings) and  6Aaz;<2w  a  (mental  development). 

T.     Will    you    kindly    tell  me    about  them  in 

detail  ? 
M.    Dana    means   to    share   one's    possessions 

suchas    food,    clothes,    living    places    and 

medicines  to  others. 

The  receiver  will  be  delighted  and  feel 
grateful  to  the  giver  and  appreciate  his  genero- 
sity and  compassion.  Thus  good  relationship 
based  on  loving-kindness  will  be  established 
between  the  giver  and  the  receiver.  A  person 
who  never  gives  is  usually  overwhelmed  by 
the  desire  to  take,  a  strong  desire  which  will 
be  gradually  developed  to  the  extent  of  bringing 
suffering  and  troubles  to  oneself  and  others. 
To  give  is  therefore  an  effective  weapon  to 
fight  against  selfish  desire  which,  in  itself,  is 
a  suffering. 

To  observe  the  Precepts  is  to  refrain 
from    kilHng    all    life    killing    is    always    the 
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result  of  cruelty.  It  seems  that  man  is  getting 
more  cruel.  Nowadays  young  men  feel 
offended  just  by  being  looked  at  by  the  other 
young  men  at  the  opposite  table  or  by  being 
elbowed  unintentionally  by  another.  Such 
trivial  incidents  can  lead  to  major  troubles 
and  even  death.  Man  and  animals  love  their 
lives  above  everything  else.  Knowing  this  one 
should  not  kill. 

The  second  precept  is  to  refrain  from 
taking  what  is  not  given.  Life  is  sustained  by 
material  necessities.  To  take  another  person's 
property  illegally  means  to  harm  his  life.  The 
community  will  be  peaceful  and  prosperous 
only  when  no  thieves  exist. 

The  third  precept  is  to  refrain  from 
having  sexual  intercourse  with  the  wife  of 
another  person.  To  have  sexual  intercourse 
with  a  protected  girl  before  marriage  and 
without  her  guardian's  agreement  and  proper 
observance  of  the  prevalent  rites  and  ceremony 
is  also  a  violation  of  this  precept. 
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The  fourth  precept  is  to  abstain  from 
teUing  Hes.  Spoken  language  is  the  property 
of  man  alone.  It  is  intended  to  convey  truth 
to  the  hearer.  Words  without  truth  is  useless 
and  wasteful.  A  person  who  tells  lies  is 
abusing  his  own  noble  property. 

The  fifth  precept  is  to  abstain  from 
alchoholic  drinks  which  will  intoxicate  the 
drinker.  Man  is  already  intoxicated  with  desire, 
anger,  and  illusion.  Alchoholic  drinks  will 
destroy  one's  conscience,  sense  of  propriety, 
shame,  and  mindfulness.  This  will  lead  to 
quarrels,  fighting,  illness,  and  all  kinds  of 
shameless  acts.  It  is  said  that  "if  you  drink 
Hquor,  Hquor  will  drink  you";  by  this  is 
meant  that  a  drunkard  often  dies  of  a  hardened 
liver  as  a  result  of  heavy  drinking. 

He  who  has  observed  the  Five  Precepts 
will  be  without  remorse.  He  is  on  the  way 
to  wealth,  health,  popularity  and  respect,  and 
finally,  to  the  end  of  suffering. 

Mental  development  is  the  natural  con- 
sequence   of    charity    and    the    observance    of 
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precepts.  The  mind  of  the  person  who  always 
gives  and  refrains  strictly  from  the  five  of- 
fences will  become  purified  and  concentrated. 
Such  a  mind  will  lead  to  the  ultimate  goal  of 
human  desires  -  peace.  This  is  what  man  should 
search  for.  Nothing  else  is  worthwhile.  Let 
the  world  progress  on  its  path  to  "prosperity". 
One  who  runs  after  worldly  progress  will  never 
find  real  happiness. 

The  young  Meo  had  been  listening  at- 
tentively to  the  monk's  exposition.  His  mind 
became  strangely  clear  and  refreshed.  He  then 
asked  about  the  kinds  of  precepts. 

The  monk  answered  -  in  short  there  are 
four  kinds  of  precepts:  the  Five  Precepts  for 
ordinary  people,  the  Eight  Precepts  for  more 
advanced  people  who  have  succeeded  in  keeping 
the  Five  precepts,  the  Ten  Precepts  for  a  novice 
(a  samanera  or  junior  monk  under  twenty  years 
of  age),  and  the  227  Precepts  which  I  am  now 
observing  as  a  monk. 

Listening  to  the  merits  of  the  Precepts 
for  some  time,  young  Tua  became  curious  and 
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wanted   to   try   to   observe   the   Precepts.      He 
asked  the  monk  if  he  could  do  so. 

The  monk  assured  him  that  he  could 
and  then  administered  the  Five  Precepts  to 
him  one  by  one  and  told  him  to  keep  them 
as  strictly  as  possible. 

Young  Tua,  with  the  expression  of 
satisfaction  mixed  with  confusion,  on  his  face, 
took  leave  of  the  monk  and  returned  home. 

Meanwhile  Mua,  his  young  wife,  who 
had  been  waiting  for  him  with  the  hope  that 
Tua  would  come  back  with  plenty  of  meat 
for  food  as  before,  was  disappointed  and  furious 
to  see  her  husband  coming  empty-handed. 
"There  you  are !"  she  cried  out  in  anger, 
pointing  at  Tua  with  her  right  hand,  "Where 
have  you  been  ?  I  don't  see  anything  with 
you.  Did  you  go  somewhere  with  a  woman 
and  had  an  affair  with  her  ?  Tell  me  the  truth 
or  you  will  see  what  will  happen  !" 

Young  Tua  was  as  calm  as  usual  saying, 
"Don't  be  angry,  darling.  Come  here  and  Fll 
tell  you  something." 
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"Don't  pretend  to  be  innocent.  I  know 
you  are  trying  to  cover  up  your  mischief. 
Tell  me  where  have  you  been  with  the  wo- 
man." 

"Nonsense,  darUng.  Calm  down  and  I'll 
tell  you  the  good  news." 

"1  want  no  good  news.  All  I  want  is 
finish  you  the  off  with  this  big  knife." 

"Control  yourself,  dariing,  calm  down." 

"Not  until  you  tell  me  where  have  you 
been  with  the  girl  ?" 

"I  have  not  been  out  with  any  woman. 
You  are  the  only  woman  in  my  hfe.  I'll  tell 
you  what  happened.  I  went  into  the  forest 
to  find  some  fat  game  for  you  but  I  met  a 
holy  man  instead.  His  expression  and  manner 
were  so  impressive  that  I  could  not  but 
approach  and  ask  him  where  he  came  from. 
He  said  he  came  from  a  mountain  called 
Maze  (Wongkot). 

He  was  a  homeless  wanderer,  keeping 
227  rules,  always  living  in  the  solitude  of  the 
mountain   and   the   forest   for   the   purpose   of 
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spiritual  purification  and  liberation  from  suffer- 
ing. I  wanted  to  get  rid  of  suffering  too,  so 
I  asked  him  what  to  do  about  it.  He  gave 
me  what  is  called  the  Five  Precepts." 

"Tell  me  what  the  Five  Precepts  are." 
"Do    not    kill    animals,    steal,    commit 
adultery,  lie,  and  drink  liquor  and  intoxicating 
beverages." 

"Won't  we  die  if  we're  disobedient  ?" 
Mua  questioned.  "Give  them  back  to  the  monk 
right  now.  If  you  won't  do  it,  give  me  the 
precepts  and  I  will  return  them.  Tell  me 
quickly,  where  the  monk  lives  or  tonight  you 
will  have  to  sleep  outside  the  mosquito  net. 
Ha,  you're  afraid  to  sleep  outside  the  net  ?" 

Tua  then  immediately  told  his  wife  that 
he  would  return  the  precepts  that  night.  Then 
he  walked  up  the  hill  into  the  jungle  without 
looking  back.  Mua  smiled  to  herself  that  her 
husband  followed  her  advice  so  obediently. 

So  he  went  to  the  monk  and  bowed 
three  times  in  obeisance  and  said,  "I  am  return- 
ing the  precepts,  sir.     My  wife  won't  allow  me 
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to  keep  them  because  she  fears  death.  The  priest 
saw  that  the  husband  was  obviously  frightened 
of  his  wife  and  also  that  the  wife  was  exces- 
sively jealous  and  so  he  said,  "Even  if  you  can't 
keep  the  other  four  precepts,  observe  the  one 
about  committing  adultery  -  the  one  which  for- 
bids sleeping  with  another  man's  wife.  The 
husband  decided  to  ignore  four  of  the  precepts, 
but  agreed  to  adhere  to  the  precept  forbidding 
adultery.  He  bade  the  priest  farewell  and 
returned  home. 

His  wife  was  waiting  anxiously  for 
him  there  because  she  wanted  to  know  whether 
he  had  promised  the  priest  to  fulfill  the  precepts 
or  not.  She  nearly  shouted  her  question  to 
him  as  he  emerged  from  the  forest,  "Hey,  did 
you  return  all  the  precepts  ?" 

"Yes,"  Tua  replied,  "I  refused  to  follow 
them  all  with  one  single  exception." 

"Oh,  how  terrible  !  I  told  you  to  ignore 
all  of  them.  What  have  you  come  back  for  ? 
Hurry  back  and  disavow  all  of  them  right 
now  T' 
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"I  see  that  you  love  me  so  much  that 
I  pledged  to  adhere  only  to  the  precept  for- 
bidding adultery,"  Tua  replied. 

"Is  this  really  true  f  answered  Mua, 
"Say,  this  is  marvellous.  So  this  was  the  only 
precept  you  promised  to  keep  ?  From  now  on 
ril  have  happiness.  Oh,  you  haven't  eaten  yet, 
have  you,  husband  ?  I'll  hurry  up  and  get  you 
something  right  now." 

The  two  of  them  Hved  in  happiness 
from  then  on.  From  that  day  forth,  Tua  set  forth 
into  the  jungle  with  his  gun  on  his  shoulder 
and  shot  animals  as  usual,  but  he  kept  the  third 
precept,  the  one  about  adultery,  piously. 

While  hunting  one  day,  he  shot  a  deer. 
When  he  returned  home  to  his  wife,  she  ran 
out  with  extreme  joy  because  her  husband 
had  bagged  such  a  big  deer.  He  could  barely 
carry  it  himself  so  she  ran  over  to  help 
him.  They  earned  their  living  by  this  means. 
They  discussed  how  they  would  take  the  deer 
to  the  market  to  sell  the  meat  and  to  trade 
for.  black  cloth  and  other  necessary  goods.    The 
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wife   agreed  to  her   husband's   suggestions  en- 
thusiastically. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  there  was  a 
rich  man  and  his  young  wife  who  lived 
along  the  road  from  the  mountain  into  town. 
This  man  was  about  65  years  old  but  his  wife 
was  still  a  gorgeous  young  thing.  She  was 
not  very  satisfied  with  her  husband.  The  only 
thing  she  really  cared  about  was  his  money 
and  that  was  the  only  power  he  had  over  her. 
She  was  constantly  dreaming  of  new  lovers. 
Whenever  he  was  not  around,  she  would  satiate 
her  desires  so  that  everyone  in  the  neighbour- 
hood was  talking  about  her  affairs. 

The  rich  man  wanted  to  determine  the 
truth.  So  he  devised  a  trick  by  which  to  test 
his  young  wife's  faithfulness.  He  told  her  he 
was  going  on  a  trip  to  another  province  and 
would  be  back  in  two  or  three  days.  There 
were  only  two  servant  girls  to  star  with  the 
wife.  When  the  man  left,  she  went  up  to  the 
third  floor,  opened  the  window,  and  gazed  out 
on   the   thoroughfare   for  a  long   while.       She 
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saw  a  man  dressed  in  black,  wearing  a  black 
cap  with  a  red  spot  on  top.  Around  his  collar 
were  five  or  six  strings  of  beautiful,  glittering 
beads.  His  blouse  was  embroidered  with  flower 
patterns  of  alternating  colours,  truly  beautiful 
to  behold.  As  he  walked  nimbly  by,  he 
was  most  attractive,  fair-skinned,  handsome, 
and  well-built.  When  the  rich  man's  wife 
saw  him  she  was  speechless.  She  knew  she 
had  to  speak  with  the  young  man.  She 
called  her  servant  and  said,  "Do  you  see  that 
handsome  man  over  there  taking  that  large 
deer  to  market  ?  Go  bring  him  to  me  right 
now.  Tell  him  I  would  like  to  meet  him. 
Bring  him  right  here  and  you'll  get  a  nice 
reward."  The  servant  instantly  hurried  outside 
to  the  young  man. 

When  Tua  got  to  the  market,  people 
immediately  started  to  haggle  and  shove  to  buy 
his  meat.  In  a  moment  it  was  all  sold  out.  This 
because  everyone  was  impressed  with  the  large 
deer.  After  seUing  the  meat,  Tua  bought  some 
goods  and  was  about  to  return  home,   because 
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he  did  not  want  to  stay  in  the  hot  village 
where  all  the  heat  was  reflected  from  the  numer- 
ous cement  buildings. 

The  servant  girl,  who  had  been   vainly 

trying   to   find  a  chance  to  speak  to  the  young 

man,  finally    ran  up  close    to    him    when    he 

broke  off  from  the  crowd  and  asked,  "Where 

are  you  going,  sir  ?" 

"I'm  returning  home,"  Tua  replied. 

"Where  is  that  ?"  the  girl  queried. 

"Way  over  on  that  mountain." 

"Where  ?" 

"The  one  over  there,"  Tua  pointed, 
"the  one  taller  than  all  the  others." 

"Oh,  your  home  is  really  far  away.  It 
is  already  late  in  the  day.  I  think  it  will  be 
pitch-black  by  the  time  you  get  home  tonight. 
I  really  feel  so  sorry  for  you.  I  suggest 
you  stay  at  my  house  just  for  tonight,  O.K.  ? 
I  can  then  see  you  off  on  your  way  in  the 
morning.  There  is  only  myself  and  the  house- 
owner's  wife.  The  owner  went  off  on  business 
to  another  province  just  today." 
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The  young  tribesman  took  a  long  hard 
look  at  the  servant  girl  and  was  torn  between 
two  impulses.  Half  of  him  wanted  to  spend 
the  night  but  the  other  half  told  him  to  leave. 
If  he  decided  to  stay  it  would  be  very  likely 
that  the  third  precept  which  he  had  promised 
the  monk  to  adhere  to  and  which  he  had  kept 
for  so  long,  would  be  broken.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  he  went  home  alone,  it  would  take 
him  a  long  time,  and  danger  was  on  every 
side.  If  darkness  fell  along  the  way,  a  tiger 
might  attack  him. 

While  he  was  considering,  the  servant 
girl  continued  to  persuade  him  unceasingly, 
"Come  with  me.  I'm  really  worried  about  your 

returning  alone.  If  anything  happened,  who 
would  help  you  ?  You  won't  have  to  worry 
about  a  place  to  sleep  or  where  to  eat.  My 
mistress  is  extremely  good-natured.  Many 
travellers  have  stayed  at  our  place  and  my 
mistress  has  welcomed  them  with  open  arms." 
After  the  girl  had  gone  on  persuading 
him  like  this  without  a  pause,  Tua,    who  had 
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been  simply  standing  there  listening,  suddenly 
made  up  his  mind.  "Could  you  please  take 
me  in  then  ?  Thank  you  so  very  much  for 
your  generosity." 

When  they  reached  the  rich  man's  house, 
Tua  caught  sight  of  the  rich  man's  wife  dressed 
up  fit  to  kill.  Her  lips  were  peculiarly  red 
as  if  she  were  a  ogress  who  had  just  drunk 
blood.  Her  eyebrows  were  unnaturally  black. 
Her  facial  features  were  beautifully  covered 
with  cosmetics,  and  she  used  a  heavy  perfume 
which  pervaded  the  entire  house. 

The  wife  welcomed  the  young  hill-tribes- 
man with  genuine  friendliness  and  began  to 
ply  him  with  so  many  questions  that  he  could 
not  answer  them  quickly  enough. 

Making  an  inquiry  about  his  name  and 
address.  Upon  being  told  that  he  was  a 
Meo  tribesman  named  Tua,  the  millionaire's 
wife  joyously  remarked,  "Oh,  how  nice  your 
name  is!  And  how  handsome  you  are,  too. 
You   should  not   have    been   born  on   such  an 
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isolated  mountain."  "How  old  are  you?"  she 
added  Tua  said,  'Twenty-five,  madam."  "What 
good  luck!,"  she  cheerfully  replied,  "we  are  of 
the  same  age,  and  that  will  make  it  possible 
for  us  to  spend  a  happy  life  together."  At 
this,  Tua  became  greatly  worried  and  so  tried 
to  change  the  topic  by  saying,  "Madam,  today 
I  have  not  eaten.     I  am  very  hungry." 

"Oh!  pardon  me.  Being  so  much 
delighted  with  talking  to  you,  indeed,  I  forgot 
to  think  of  your  stomach."  She  told  her  maid 
to  bring  food  for  him.  The  tribesman  was 
very  astonished  at  the  sight  of  splendid  food 
and  said  to  himself,  "At  home  I  only  eat 
boiled  beef  seasoned  with  salt.  What  does 
this  mean?"  He  did  not  know  how  to  eat  and 
sat  looking  at  the   food  for  a  long  while. 

The  maid  finally  said,  "Why  don't  you 
eat,  sir?  Is  this  food  not  good  enough  for 
you?"  "Oh!  no...,"  he  replied,  "I  am  just 
thinking  of  her  kindness  towards  me."  "No, 
not    at  all,"  the  maid  replied. 
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Tua  then  ate  his  fill,  and  after  the  meal 
was  over,  he  was  led  by  the  maid  to  the 
bedroom  when  it  was  darker.  While  in  the 
room  he  was  again  surprised  since  it  was 
lavishly  adorned  with  all  splendour  as  if  it 
were  for  the  god  Indra.  The  bed  was  neatly 
covered  with  a  beautiful  bedsheet  of  elaborate 
designs  and  a  light  blue  curtain  hung  against 
the  wall  swaying  gently  in  the  breeze. 

The  tribesman,  who  had  never  entered 
the  house  of  such  a  rich  family  before,  did 
not  know  where  to  lie '  down.  Finally,  he 
threw  himself  onto  the  enormous  bed  and 
momentarily  felt  as  if  he  was  the  king  of 
kings.  Unfortunately,  he  knew  neither  how 
to  switch  on  the  light  nor  how  to  shut  or 
open  the  door. 

He  lay  thinking  until  8  p.m.  when  the 
light  was  suddenly  turned  on  in  his  room  and 
the  wife  of  millionaire  appeared,  dressed  in  a 
see-through  sleeping  suit  and  smiling  seductively. 
She  seated  herself  on  the  bed  by  him.  Tua 
sprang  off  the  bed,    whereas    his    hostess    said 


96 

languidly,  "How  do  you  feel  sleeping  alone? 
You  must  feel  cold."  Realizing  that  she  had 
come  to  seduce  him,  he  said  to  her,  "Madam, 
what  do  you  want  to  do  with  me?" 

"Nothing...,  but  I  know  you  sleep  alone, 
so  you  may  be  afraid  of  ghosts.  That  is  why 
I  come  to  sleep  with  you.  Will  you  agree, 
man." 

"I  am  a  married  man." 
"Your    wife    must    be    very    beautiful, 
I  suppose." 

"No,  she  is  also  a  tribeswoman." 
"I  wish  I  were  your  wife;  she  has  a 
handsome  husband  like  you.  It  is  better  for 
a  man  like  you  to  live  in  the  town.  Since 
my  old  husband  is  away  for  the  night,  I  will 
sleep  with  you.     Do  you  mind?" 

"Yes,  I  do,  madam.  I  am  already 
married,"  he  insisted. 

"It  doesn't  matter.  You  can  marry 
again,  man.  Nowadays  it  is  hard  to  find  a 
man  who  has    only    one    wife.     You    do    not 
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know  this    because   you    come    from  a  remote 
area."     She  moved  towards  him. 

"No!  even  if  I  have  to  be  killed,  I  will 
not  sleep  with  you.  I  have  observed  the  Five 
Precepts  I  learned  from  the  monk. 

"What  will  your  precepts  do  for  you! 
Do  you  know  at  present  those  who  observe 
the  precepts  are  despised  as  foolish?" 

"I  prefer  to  be  despised  then,  madam. 
I  am  afraid  of  your  husband.  When  he  sees 
this  he  will  punish  me  severely." 

"He  is  not  here  now;  he  has  gone 
upcountry.  We  are  quite  safe.  There  is  no 
one  here  but  us." 

"If  others  will  not  see  us,  the  gods  will 
know.  The  millionaire,  your  husband,  may 
be  hiding  somewhere  around." 

"I  can  assure  you  he  will  not  come. 
Will  you  obey  me?  If  not,  I  will  make  a  loud 
noise  and  accuse  you  of  trying  to  attack  me. 
You  will  be  punished  with  death." 
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"Whatever  it  may  be,  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  accept  it.  I  would  rather  die  than 
break  the  precepts." 

"Ay!  Foolish  man,  how  callous  you  are! 
I  have  never  seen  such  a  cold-hearted  man  as 
you.     I  will  have  you  sent  to  jail,  remember!" 

Thereupon  she  embraced  Tua  and  cried 
aloud.  The  millionaire,  who  had  indeed  been 
hiding  and  seen  everything,  ran  into  the  room. 
Upon  seeing  her  husband,  the  unfaithful  wife 
ran  and  embraced  her  husband's  knees  wailing, 
"Darling,  this  man  tried  to  rape  me.  Do  away 
with  him!" 

Having  heard  this,  the  millionaire  kept 
silent  and  called  Tua  to  sit  beside  him.  Tua 
stood  trembling,  ahnost  unable  to  move.  The 
millionaire  asked,  "Look!  Where  do  you  come 
from?  Why  did  you  come  here?"  The  disclosed 
the  whole  story.  Instead  of  punishing  him, 
the  millionaire  praised  him  for  his  honesty. 
The  wife  almost  fainted  in  fear.  The  millio- 
naire turned  to  his  wife  scolding  her  "Unfaith- 
ful bitch!  Collect  your  property  and  leave  my 
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house  at  once.  Don't  let  me  see  you  again. 
I  give  you  one  hour  to  get  ready,  or 
else...  I  cannot  guarantee  what  will  happen  to 
you." 

After  that  the  millionaire  went  to  another 
room  with  Tua.  He  spoke  highly  of  his  good- 
ness, and  finally  said,  "I  want  you  and  your 
wife  to  come  and  stay  with  me,  and  I  will 
give  you  the  responsibility  of  collecting  the 
house  rent.  And  that  building  will  be  your 
residence." 

"Thank  you  for  your  kindness,  sir. 
Now  I  will  no  longer  need  to  go  hunting  for 
my  subsistence." 

^Tomorrow  then,  we  will  go  together 
in  my  car  to  fetch  your  wife.  You  show  me 
the  way  to  Doi  Sam  Muen." 

"Yes  sir,  I  will  accompany  you.  But 
the  road  is  rough  and  quite  far  from  the 
foothill.  You  have  to  wait  for  me  from  there. 
I  will  go  alone." 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  millionaire 
with   Tua  as  his   companion   rode   in   the  car 
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headed  for  Doi  Sam  Muen.  It  was  a  long 
journey  since  Doi  Sam  Muen  and  millionaire's 
residence  are  located  in  different  districts.  The 
road  was  not  frequented  by  automobiles.  The 
millionaire  was  quite  exhausted  by  the  time 
they  arrived  at  the  foothill.  Tua  could  not 
help  but  felt  concerned  over  his  master  all 
along  the  journey.  Upon  their  arrival  at  the 
destination,  Tua  asked  him  to  wait  and  he 
himself  hurried  to  his  wife;  he  almost  ran  up 
the  high  mountain  due  to  his  great  love  for 
his  only  wife. 

Upon  his  arrival  he  released  a  flurry 
of  words  telling  her  of  what  had  happened, 
although  his  body  was  still  soaked  with  sweat 
and  his  heart  beat  heavily  like  a  drum.  His 
words  were  wild  and  incoherent.  Neverthe- 
less she  understood  him,  and,  without  hesita- 
tion, agreed  to  accompany  her  husband  to  the 
town.  Both  quickly  collected  and  packed  their 
belongings,  and  then .  bade  farewell  to  their 
parents  and  relatives.  Carrying  bundles  on 
their  backs,  they  came  down  the  mountain. 
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When  they  arrived  at  the  foothill,  they 
were  warmly  greeted  by  the  millionaire.  The 
couple  seated  themselves  and  put  their  property 
in  the  car,  while  the  millionaire  started  the 
engines  and  drove  back  to  the  town.  Now 
the  life  of  the  poor  tribesmen  bloomed  into 
happiness  as  the  result  of  his  observance  of 
the  third  precept.  They  were  made  responsible 
for  all  household  duties  and  the  collection  of 
the  house  rent. 

Tua  owed  much  to  the  monk  who 
administered  the  Five  Precepts  to  him.  Having 
realised  the  fruition  of  the  precept,  he  was 
always  thinking  of  the  monk.  He  asked  for 
permission  from  the  millionaire  to  call  on  his 
parents  on  the  mountain.  He  looked  for  his 
benevolent  monk  all  over  Doi  Sam  Muen  but 
failed  to  find  him.  In  spite  of  this,  he  did 
not  give  up  his  hope;  he  gave  money  to  his 
fellow-men  to  search  for  him  in  other  moun- 
tains, since  that  monk  never  stayed  permanently 

at  one  place. 

Upon  his   return   from  the   visit  to  his 

old  village   on  the    mountain,    Tua    continued 
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looking  for  the  monk  along  the  streets  with  the 
hope  that    he    would    meet  him  some  day. 

One  morning,  he  saw  the  monk  going 
round  for  alms  on  the  street  and  ran  to  wel- 
come him.  Having  prostrating  himself  near  his 
feet  to  show  respect  to  his  benefactor,  Tua  rose 
to  take  his  feet  to  take  the  alms-bowl  from  him 
and  invited  him  to  have  breakfast  at  his  house. 
After  the  meal  was  over,  he  related  to  him 
the  incident  that  caused  him  to  come  to  stay 
with  millionaire's  family.  Having  heard  this 
the  monk  gave  a  detailed  description  regarding 
the  fruition  of  the  precepts  to  the  milUonaire, 
Tua  and  his  wife.  They  were  all  firmly 
established  in  Buddhism.  After  that  they  took 
the  Buddha,  Dhamma,  and  Sarigha  as  their 
noble  refuge  and  continuously  observed  the 
Five  Precepts,  and  the  monk  was  daily  invited 
to  take  his  meal  and  give  sermons  at  their 
house.  The  significance  of  one  of  his  sermons 
ran  as  follows: 

The  precepts  are  hostile  to  sensual  plea- 
sure   and    selfishness.       When    one    struggles 
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against  these  defilements  and  uprooting  them 
one  will  find  them  to  be  like  straw,  and  then 
one  will  perceive  great  happiness  that  one 
grows  brave  and  cheerful.  This  is  the  fruition 
of  the  precepts.  In  Buddhism  this  kind  of 
victory  is  not  deemed  as  noble,  since  it  is  an 
external  conquest  which  is  still  subject  to 
change.  It  is  because  our  mind  still  clings  to 
and  cherishes  the  five  kinds  of  sensual  pleasure, 
namely,  from  sight,  sound,  odour,  taste,  and 
touch.  These  five  kinds  of  sensual  pleasure 
are  mixed  with  suffering,  which  fools  strive 
and  long  for,  just  as  a  hungry  fish  is  easily 
tempted  to  swallow  up  tasty  morsel  hiding 
the  hook. 

Then,  he  instructed  them  to  get  rid  of 
delusion  and  attachment  to  sensual  pleasure, 
and  continued  preaching  that  if  one  fell  victim 
to  craving  or  lust,  one  would  meet  with  un- 
timely death.  By  contemplating  the  similarity 
of  sensual  pleasures  and  dangerous  narcotics 
one  will  no  longer  grasp  at  them.     Instead,  one 
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would  free    oneself  from    worldly    objects  and 
well  above  them.     This  is  called  liberation. 

Dear  reader,  how  wonderful  it  is !  The 
Buddha  was  born  and  dwelt  in  a  world  of 
sensual  pleasure,  as  we  all  do;  but  he  realized 
its  dangers  and  tried  his  utmost  to  free  himself 
from  it.  He  became  the  highest  of  all,  attained 
Buddhahood  without  any  teacher,  and  understood 
all  things  as  they  are.  As  such,  the  Venerable 
Ananda  admired  him  :  "How  wonderful  it  is ! 
The  Buddha  attained  the  Buddhahood  in  the 
air."  That  is  to  say,  he  was  born  in  the 
world  of  sensual  pleasure  but  not  fettered 
therein;  even  surrounded  by  them,  he  was  not 
satisfied  with  them;  and  even  born  among 
them,  he  was  not  overwhelmed  by  them.  He 
had  come  to  realize,  understand,  and  perceive 
their  effects,  both  good  and  bad,  and  discovered 
the  way  of  deliverence  by  himself. 

In  brief,  through  the  six  sensory  organs, 
such  as  the  eyes,  arises  suffering.  They  are 
always  infested  with  the  fire  of  lust,  hatred, 
and  delusion.      This   will   surprise  the   reader: 
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why  are  we  able  to  exist  if  the  sensory  organs 
are  infested  with  fire  ?  Why  are  we  not  burnt 
to  death?  In  the  Hteral  sense,  this  teaching 
may  seem  absurd.  It  can  be  explained  as  follows: 
just  as  fishes  that  are  born  in  fresh  water 
cannot  live  in  sea  water,  some  creatures  that 
are  born  in  warm  water  can  dwell  there  with- 
out complaint,  just  so  in  this  case.  We  have 
become  conditioned  to  the  heat. 

According  to  Buddhism,  deformity  in 
any  of  the  six  sensory  organs  is  believed  to  be 
due  to  one's  previous  actions  or  karma.  Such 
a  person  is  prohibited  by  the  monastery  rules 
to  be  ordained.  It  is  a  fact  that  this  world 
seems  pleasant  for  us  only  because  we  have 
all  these  sensory  organs.  If  any  of  them  is 
deformed  we  will  not  secure  any  happiness  in 
this  world.  As  a  consequence,  those  who  have 
completely  over  come  all  sensory  organs  are 
deemed  as  possessing  celestial  attainments. 

The  Buddha  teaches  that  the  six  sensory 
organs  are  the  source  of  trouble  and  suffering. 
For    example,    consciousness    arises    when    the 
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eyes  see  a  visible  object,  and  gives  rife  to 
suffering.  He  continued,  "Why  does  it  cause 
suffering?  It  is  because  of  the  fire  of  lust- 
craving  for  sensual  pleasure,  hatred  -  aversion  to 
what  is  not  pleasant,  and  delusion -not  knowing 
the  cause  and  effect  of  things.  These  three 
defilements  are  the  root  of  all  suffering.  Of 
the  other  sensory  organs  it  should  be  undertood 
in  the  same  way,  that  is  to  say,  if  the  so-called 
fires  are  not  extinguished,  they  will,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  cause  suffering- when  the  ear 
hears  a  sound,  when  the  nose  smells  an  adour, 
tongue  tastes  a  gustative  object,  body  touches 
a  tangible  object,  and  mind  perceives  a  mental 
object.'^ 

Readers!  Sense-objects  are  like  enemies 
that  come  through  sensory  organs  to  deprive 
us  of  freedom  and  happiness.  If  we  are  not 
well  restrained,  we  will  become  their  slave. 
Those  who  want  to  conquer  them  must  have 
the  strong  faith  of  the  infantry,  the  effort  of 
the  supply  corps,  the  mindfulness  of  the  com- 
monder,   the  concentration  of  the  main  army, 
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and  the  wisdom  of  the  weapons,  and  then  fight 
in  the  battle  of  the  body  with  courage  and 
bravery   as   our    Buddha    had    done. 

Usually,  our  minds  cling  to  what  is  super- 
ficially good.  Therefore,  the  enemy  of  the  mind 
is  mind-made.  When  the  mind  is  contaminated 
and  deluded,  the  mind  itself  has  to  solve  its 
problem.  This  can  be  compared  to  the  worms 
that  are  born  and  live  in  the  intestines  and  cause 
trouble  to  intestines.  For  this  reason  one  has  to 
guard  the  six  sensory  organs  by  keeping  in 
mind  that  when  one  sees  visible  objects  with 
the  eyes  one  should  see  them  as  consisting  of 
three  charcteristics  of  existence,  namely,  imper- 
manence,  suffering,  and  non-ego  or  soullessness. 

At  the  end  of  the  sermon  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tua  and  the  millionaire  said  simultaneously, 
"Excellent,  sir!"  declaring  their  joy.  The  monk 
blessed  them  and  returned  to  his  hermitage. 

After  that  the  millionaire's  family  was 
always  happy  and  prosperous.  Tua  and  his 
wife  also  spent  a  happy  life  together  in  the 
town.     They    realized  that    through  the  obser- 
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vance  of  one  precept  they  reached  such  happi- 
ness. How  happy  they  would  have  been  had 
they  observed  all  the  precepts.  Realizing  this, 
they  were  doubly  happy. 

Consequently,  both  of  them  offered  food 
to  the  monk  every  morning.  The  milHonaire 
persuaded  the  couple  and  his  relatives  to  support 
Buddhism  throughout  their  lives.  Before  they 
passed  away  from  this  world  they  built  a 
monastery  named  "Thipaya-wimarn".  When 
death  came  they  all  went  to  the  heaven. 
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nuQf4.n(kMCLiiLwrtnn4K(kULimcrtLi  ^^i  i^nt, 

fil^nvLnLMrt\tjrtk^]^ri^Luyu.UL[LR:Ln]^Liifi\tQwrt\ 


rturfiriGtntyw^Qi^!   '^ 

;seii  nniKkrtLcurtHjS^LRBfiL^i/iiiQrtr^^fi^ULU    CL^u^i^fiuk 
Lnani/L^(kLinucM>  1^1  m  MQnii.i(kLnLQrt^(k£i;j0rtrti   niun 

/«  ^5*  ^ft'Ap(»  o  fs  ftp,     ft  ft^ 

^0i4^(kiAfi3yL^i4LrLw,rirt      ^i5nimnr^LCURtnri(kULUi^nrtn 

^l\pl\  p  ^bo  i»bbpi 

LSitbit  rti  ni4S(3n  LH'.LfitLii^liQiALi^citi^enMftRRnrtULMLCi^y 

F?     ^    A     ^  ,         p  PP'i'  I         «* 

LliUBIKklLUmLCy^UMI     mil^^LW.     MQUrLUtLUflCI^HULi 
UlULUrtULfiie^LUUCM,      £UliftLCyLI/LfbnUT];:LLM1«^11      [lUU, 


pOsl 


I        k 


nmm\^  Rurtity  uimLcy  [i]^rL(kirtLcy    fi'^^CM.nyuQrti/n 

RG;:(kIt11      CftllLmLdiajtUCM,     [3^^t3BULfi9n^t^GllIALn!(^LlA 

uim  (kLULQm^reiAapQ  L  fin^iAftuiiftLcy  nun&icti.^rt; 
n(kniAnn(iii^rttLU|iLr;rui^;u^QO  cti]^  rt;nnn(kanQRLeR 

u  L  yiiQLfii  uBLnmiyRfni^Qfii  nuuLGini^tnu  uungrtii,! 
iiulArtunQny::i3^,i^Bic()3ny^Ln     nLi4niAimmriu.nnui4Qtcw 

nn^iAnuif3yi^LRQf]Hi^cDn(ki^uii4n^(4  nbrtLcynunrs^rni^Brj 
tQtymm;ji9idimn[iulAnLyi  ::(ku  tuLn9tiiyni3Ui;:Myi  m 
wn  i^rt!^nun9rtiA.u&i4ii^umLcyrtnfinrt  nuiirtLcyQynntB 
ti4i3;:i3"nQfinrtBn!A.i(kLnLQ(tM.  nu^inunii.anQnQrt 


op  «»  /^wp  /«A^op  Jl' 

nnmLty(kLnLQnLQiti^ft!(i.^iAtft3i(iM      n^QnaKkLULQitMnm 

LincL&i^fbkinunuiBi3i/nuLrtnui4Mnft   tnuirtinQtiRQ 
f3Leii,^w.(t3L(kmLCurtufiLcnM.rtLi^iiQiAt(t3RMnc.i3  arintLf3Q 


?>«l 


nuciiuyiMn     nLrtneufiGi^tgci/i.itL(An(k^i3R^iniiu(kt^iLM 
f]Qnaii^ni/iiu^LrtULf3Qriu^Lni4:s^uii9rtiA^tii&i0ainM.LM 

I  ■of  W|fto  /T>|l3  f»p 


i^lcM-i3iiu^^iAi^^neiLgLQne,0aT   ^Qi^uai^nft3i/inm(tLiut0ii 

^ft^  ^  ^  ^  ^^ftwp 

p^  0'»^  lAo  5^  ^^ftjft/^  «'/l 

tennuh(kQM=ULL'!  ni/11  yiicM^^nBM,Qi4M>LLUirtLe.urtQsiutM. 

^  «  ^  p  ft,  ^  II  F? 
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RQi^nn  ^nti^LRB^KC  ^ni/i^LRQ(kt^i  f^ttiiiQLecmrti  L  tna 
i^BRUQULRBtikLLi    RBnnuf]un;:it3ii;:gnc^nmnmLCUBnBii 

fiLJikcUULItLUtft3klMQLai4imnmLCr3l3tl3(kLOnLBNnLll 
f3LilMLLUUnfel^ei1ULrtnLaU.nQe!(1.UCM::LLM1  RLftNUQUULt 
nU^(t3!i1,MU(ktULIAmULRBLL1     CftlUQIinLtaUI^BLI 

mf3Li4 lAny^i Lr&uu^Bi4n    LrtLcuRLLu&'i wn   uirtrtccttMi 

'l<V  p  /«b|  /«f»  '»!  '»  »l  P»'»«'|» 

LitLcufiBurti^n     nunsrtRUQiitLW&iaBiinucLnrtccnctJ 


ULitUJiRi^^LfKtLrt    uirtnu^U'^^u^QMrujnLfi    ^Qitmi^fi^^^B 

I  b^  i^'ps^^sjl  o  'ft^pifto 

f3LrtULrtnLriuL(k^u\L\«LLMi  un&guLriL^ftLCurtu^l  i\\[>\ 

/»  ft  f;*      O  p  I  I  <^         O 

ft  I  f=>|=»  ^  ^  /*      p        /Tl  t»^    ft  1      pp      ^  p         p      p» 

riumLiAtLUurimi3U    riLnrtrti  icQDLLi/iLQnriiLriui^nft^Ln 

/»f*  ^,ft  1  f  il^'op^ft^p 

nUCM.L(kC^!3   Ul    ittl.  -Nill   It,   Lit  Pt  Cl^^^f^^ULU 

^f]l4^LRGl41Cl^^Bll^Q(tmLfX 

pp»         I        ^  ft  ^  S»  /* 

tQUfiittii^',^  ti!^itL{k(krinLi40ii^    Lni^nmmmiurtnnmurtu 


uyitL^rtLcynniLnmuitce^niLU.     nnnutirtctQrtrtCLrtLCu 

yuriQ^tLunniuit^(kULR^u   nuci3nuLiii^Qiintt3rtLCuncuQU 

LRicLji     LinutM,nLSLiA^ikQM.imLiiinfinaitLf3Leurti^ikty 
ut(kiLtu^f3    unmmMiiun.na'iLinuLMtQiK^GtM.irtQLMrtLcy 

p  »  J^p  i»  /»  p  I      lA  rt  /«  /» 

nti.^ctQ^^iAt(ki_nti3  Mnui^nnuuQrtRi    f^Qi^cumtnincn 
nn^^i^     LMn(inritRi^lL(iiCL]iucMnnnGw;:^n     nn^n^n 

ULnLURLl/lC^n     LUKklUillU  (kini1.irtLLUQIlLIl1Qm  Wl^ftLQ 

o        B  ,     bi     «  P>tf  fy  \     *■  *     i        f        >*  m 

itLtyLaLitrti'itQts^urtr^    nLy:QuuQi3;^iirtNii«t.ftM  m^m 

tflLf3Gl4tril   ^LyUJSULft^LRQQl/QQIirtM     flLW^QUILQI  LCUL^C 


n(kt(k*Lrt9^^rtk^r«iiCLi£    Lcu^fi\LiimT^ii0prit]^;:QLW.it;y3Ui 
m\Ami\LMU      nQunL^ni3iLfncLjiti3uatMiiAnnuML(n 

^  I  I  ^  F*      ^         -JO     /, 

te?  els'  '^  <^/^  /»  |:yp 

nunnGouitL&ni/iU0^^u,t(ki       ^smdukiuitikiguinBtgyi 
nyuM,  nnrtfiti^iLincLJi  L  rtni/i    iiQ^jiirtynR^taLUiA  ^2u\jl 

nyukusn  t^fi^usQ^mtu  nLrin]^L[tL^&u(k|^ijLcnRi^]^  nn 
RUUCM-niniti    nLyntyi^^LRQunit^Lii^nyuii  tiULikLitnu 

RQRLiriLU     LHICLftmiKkLtUMUl/lQLJlUCNilyU^     Ml^U1^(k 

£U0Lai3utLUii^l rtu^  LfiiLLJiLfiLU'lrtuik'L  nfii^inucni^i 


nirinyti.]^  LUicL&ifiLi/nmuQnriurtQtM,  nci^UQLiAt;;:Q 
itrti    LcnLnLM.ri''nR(^inyi/ii;s(knGrtni  L  ^I4^f3^inui;:i4 

ik]^(4^rujc.LtnLniis(k'|^ui^  UBGrt]^(^Ninpu^uiifiLQ  uiiRLRuir^ 
Lni(^M.B(knriLQiLrtLiiiCLuunyuQ:(k'i  tnism^QM  Qn^teiiun 
UQmtiLi^LrtUQn  ni/iiuMnQjLnMLGiuii  lc  L  ^i^^nisiQci^ 
nytrirtuiu^riurtQe,!^     Qyuti  nmm(k^nH,nyLyuQiiQrtQrti 

i\&^i'xim^\i\L'\ii%[imin  LrtLiiit3UUQ!3tiAt(k'iQrti  i4rtii.nu 
tl  (11  L  uyi;:gnnLjiMUCM.:?L£f^i  tnki^:yui3n(iuuf3i3mni^l 
;:(k  Lulu  LJiLrinBrt!^irifir.nQtiLyt^aoc^-^>?twnLrifta 
tRi^inyi^RM.iunnynMu  LrtLiiieuuLQtQ^i^n  nuniticGi 
(twiuMnnu^  ULrtniti^Li^Lna  uyiu^artrj  Luinauncrdn 
yrtLi^Qnio^URnyuQ  HLncuu.i4iuini3::(krtGi:M  ciQUtna 
-rtLi^nn  LC(inLi^cQiiAnmmnn.ii;:tu  LQirxGLrtw^uNnnue 
CLf3UiinLey^G^il3i   fin4RLi^tLr3Gwc&i48ri::irtQtMnunQrtRi 

c«iiLrtnyLr&tLunLNf]yiLCUQnaiAHA  LQwmcfirxiinLiiom 
^  III  I        c  i»«  91 


GM.1  mi/inu  i4in.Qi^uLinut.M,(kiLnLjin(kmi    (4E,y^tyuLf3Q 

''ippp'  o'^^|  i^^ir 

attsri]  nyft^^LLMiu    niinLii^Qi4LnLu(?riit-(ku,    mmi  UQ^m 
tyiRQ    nsny ^Gdi^tJinutfiuuRnQfirtiiiiiucM,    i^tfebifiQ 

b,  «  wp    «         p      ,  I    A  „  ^ 

;:(kLIl1LLJiUCMl4n      RLItULrtrtUnUtLUtLl/LLQ^LtM1RLl4nULr& 

I  pp      ^  '»      I 

nucr^uinLrtuLrt^stirtRQyrti  rai/ii  M^enuyuw.  niAi^oitixyrt 

HLii^BftLtyftui^mn^i/LUMLin    n0tQitmLnui^mB(t!/Li  niQ^ 
G(k^utGLni/nrti     fiQe^GaRQi^inuu  [^iGrt^iCLHuyuitiiGM, 

^       V         «»       ^  w         S»  lip  I 

^(9 


/»p  ^p  I     V\  Iftw^  bp      p  ^ 

^(kULti  fiUQii^rtiuuLM^BLi    ULftnyuLik^Qm  nuQMrti^iku 

QeU1l31lt()^UQnHt    mnUIULR^R^Ql^ftl  IALLRLQtGtlUni41f3L^ 

ni3iiRL^iARBnutLU  BUur;m(itQittcyrti-(kLLiiAti3 

nQti^Qi4i«(knuti3rtiui^Lrirt;:(k 

/t  I*  '»        5»»      '^p        *»     f» 

lt]^La   RQnni^nunmLli1UCM;:LLMinLlirtQf3LiUt\LliUULL 

yu^iktyi^Qi^LRLufffirtit^LdiucM,  rtn^unnapQftiuu  uirt 
-ananrim'i^M.nQW.LfiitL&ue.Mij^LM.  puuQrti9iLULi:i4URGy 
Qjj.iuiyQi^Qitm'i^nunBftkiiuBt'LP.giLnuwii  (ki^owLuunai 
QM.u&UL(ky;r3Ltrt     Gni^jyLi/n'LLiiii4Qr3naf3ii;aji    wniiu 


miiKQRun      ^QmQM.u^-LLM,iunu-(knQrtBf^iAi^CRtikan 


nGrt!A.iun]^tul^uG^[nuQ^3fi      Gu^i3^rtnB^!di2mfiuj3[il 
L  HB^s^n   i4Ge,LyimunnuBn  i^utkaumfannibBUftsti/L 


npm  (kng  l4^4|^CLp  mp^u  i^luum  t*i^(LLiiui3[i  n&i  ane 


LlilUtM. 


Ri/nu^BriGM.iunntLRGLiAtLu      LitcL^3UM.;:tt3fiu«ni  nin 

u^m)  nE^^i^Le,MiuLnnLQf]Qurtu(kLincLii    nui^u^tnGrtRT 

Lni/i(4j£TLMnunrti4tBi4LiiKL]i     uGQURumaniittni^M. 
urte  rii3iin(kin.n!/LitLnnu  iM^LrtcLucLnki^bGiti    fi^ii^iiti 

P  PP  ps*^  p  ^"^il^ 

tLKUE^j^^|fin^rt]^itkufirLi^(kunLrin'Lf3Li;      yp^rt^nux 
LM.L13  njLi^£,ui^L^uuQfti/Lr&in-^imM(^GG::e  i^hk^ncrtrtiuwuM 

'  j»     S?      o  II     "^Pl    i»  I  ^  • 

2n3fiu^nuu^riL(imLn,M.Li/t3tL(kiA    rtrtKnLnnLQ::(kL^3C.irtn 
nemLrii^LQ;:i3itLcyLU.^(ki4nLCLRQ     LCUULrtrtnouLt-LCMi 

<^  o       I        I     I  I  ^    y 

unnunLrii4LG^t3rtLtyLKLi3t,irtGQurtuinucM     nntLQQ 

n,         n,  ^  o  p  I     I      "V  a  ' 

unmLriM.Lifi^Gjm'L    qLUi^^(knrt(4LG::i3nLCu    ;:«aimn 


itai/ii^(kw.  L  awuM   nLnnitiLinniiuLtiA.'iLrtfci>K(kiALfb!d 
I]  ^QnrtuKQLtrti ^Qit^ttlue,   mti^LQ"grtLcyLUj;(kni3N4i3M. 

nunLi3m4UL!/LLBnLu.s£rint^nnti/iL^0Mi  L  CLRLnuti^an 

itLtyrtuni4UM,rxui^i4nLnnAtLu    i^y^Bi^ftiunQstuci^iilun 
nLfinmi/cicLdLi^^Qi^istuutyLQi^HLiLi   ^^tiannLnni  u 

'»B/»l^1op  ^  -^  ^        top 

::(3ii   nBHi/n^h^rtminuLiAUtKQittyi  iiBnu"Li3i"iAtit"(ku. 

I  |l^'l^/^op<^F9         b,        «  i^         p 

CO® 


;;gt^ii,nuiiQL(imnLi3aiLinLLit     iiQ  L  UQ^snnmrt&tui  y 

"  "    I  a        '  '  -«      p       «    ,  b, 

tQi/inuuL(tT  nuftcLte,ynBtynLi3idrtu.nii.uBi/i  m-uugw^q 

QM.1     I]  ^mmm\iw,i[\^im^i^     i^rtttnunLnni  ci  nuiu 

f^ci^RjsiRLn^iti  R1LIA  iAnu,ntn(iNi4MnQnmunQucM,nQrt!(ii 
1/11  M.LLfi3LrmuLi/iLi3^t3n  rti4uy(tRn^tULtf3::L!:Nnuni^uf3 
itGRfti  iAi)dii  rtut3^u^^^^iuQrx'i;je,umnniLrtniitLULnracc 
n^n3(i,     ^i^tQi^m  QLki,LyLit3!/LRcyDft     mknyQctnywiKBH 

^  S'  »      P  'B  ^  I  'I 

LdUQdULn  nGnn£,!4L^^QnrtftuLyTiuf^    ui^uMnunGuufiu 
If    ^  I    I    '» I     '='  I     p 

ULitQUW.  L  awrii4^Lrii^GLyiG(Li4cenMUQriLiim(s»::iknct:^ 
p         {  ^     '     p      ^  'i   '» "^ 


^    p  %      ^  p    '^    I 

GyRQt^uL(kUQn0y    QLjiMLtuuLre^^^n  L  u(9mui4iuLuatrt 


l^inLI4(kLQUGl)SM^f3l3mM,LM, 
U   f^L!/LrtURLl3   f3^UU9LRJll^Gli^[tl  [3l^mnU(lL!(1.2lkt^n     CM 

wimi} ^QyLifici^Rtnriyt,ML^ciGrti  nLLnvLfiiAinyuGiti/n 
nQf^inM,mLLunn^naiti     tG^tiALumft^n    xim\^  Ln4u 


ri      fh  ^ 


/»  I  /»  'l  p  p  i»  /» 
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i^ncen  L  nQtft(jSiAt^Miirtferiti/iL^&n!/i>nGGrt^Q£yuitynrt(4 

irtni^L^LGi    G[iu^|inGr«ti,iul|iLiii    ^;it]^rL^LC.UGnLiiitL& 
L  RL^a^nml^    nurir3rLi;?aRm\LW.Bgii^bn(kri'[^^(9Gp|ii^w;;|T 

flfil  L  CLl^^LMJllUMfitBg^iAUGLni^^tl^Q^inGIlM,        RLDl^l 

rtnrti^u^Rl  g^iuci/li i-iku  u^itLLtiiGrtirLLnGi)Srtf]n^iGM,m^iA 

nm-(knGiti/nu     ceii^iGitufbiAMtQii     uGLUi/itLii^RQnui^M 
nc^rtrimi^ij^i^n  nL&FmGrtaiLyLMjJi  fbi/Li  MuyuiA^ft3RMG^i 


lm^   ^t.M.nnifiQt(t3iiLRmnQLti,Lu;;£|iu^rt^f3uci3mtgiLKUi 

I  I  p      ;i     ,  p  p  '«         r 

/»!  's  iP/«p^n^  Pp 

rtLRLRM.L(n    i^ui(4mrti^(4iAQnM.iu(inncrtmkiuQLrtritft3nrtM 
ti/Lnniteu^LiAnmLsumcrtrtMjii    L  L^rxinMntsmi  mi\A 

n  p»       f*        V  «  PI     "^p  1  '      l^ 

nLnn^uM>w.RQij    nitsyukuk^nik  ni^^i^i  Qaiua  iimy^ 
riue^iAnu^Lnitnitit   uurl^i^i  m  i^ti^(^RLitM    rain uiscLn 

'Ap  ,f;yrt|'«"\|»V  ^  ^ 

rh  \  w/^^b  1  I  |pw^| 

nui4M,nGjinyn  nLJiMUQitaicfsymftLw    uLrtttntminnurL 

i^Lfi^S  aiiCMULrtf^i^Kftn(^ft3RM  tULtMCM  ::tufiut3 

tQmuLULiiitLf3Quiiai42tr;cQcyi 


Ltn!/l1Lll1UtM."LtM,1        LdlLLRITtl/lL^RLItkirtLtyrtmLytQU. 

IP  /DO  p  I    |^   o 

tBLi     yrtiA.nnuL(k(ktiL^^L[3QUL4    nn^ULBH^nunuMmin 

p  «  po,  /|/|p  «/,b 

nouBeri  ntm'\  Qymiu  rturn^;^e,ritQtyi    un^nfut^ut^ 

'  "^     O         pp      /B  '  p  /»         p         «:» 

LnLcrLn     L  rtQRyLniirt!/i^nDQtyiLiAnL&^Li^nmLri"i3ii^n 
BitRLmni  lA^LfiQ^imti^^n  jti  nurtnurtrti  tyi    toai  nc^nm 

p/tppi  f  I  /*©/»  BSPFS'l       lA  b  I  B  I  p 

/,^/»b  /»|/»lAp/^  Opp  /|/|w^ 

UL(k(ktiL^^LnBuiinfiii^i^LLU     yi^iu^ntQi4Qrtmi     nccLt 

pel  p/»  /Ir^b/B 

atM.tLMTiy       g[^Li3i/Lni^;?Lri^QtyiiiSiirtuai)^      Qittn^en 
f*        '»         p   '   pp    '        IP  ^ 

b/S|  /I  p  ^oi'*"*  /sp 

itLiyrt^Qi^unnuirti/L'^n     Kk-LrmmuLfti/iJinQiiS^tLdie/LJi 
^n!/i^tyu^i^i^imi/Li-(knc  ^-^   nuis^i/imnnLni/ir&rtiuBitti, 

p  /»  /»  p  /»  w  C?  I 


p  p  p  rt  /| '  I*  n 

ni^RLi/^^^QLcrt]^    tLfiQuw.i^rti/LniknRmyji.'LnQRiiiuLrtni^]^ 

CLiitQW.ni(ii;:(kuu0r?LeuQ^imLi3    LnnG;t;s(kf3QyrtiLiii::LtfAi 

RGl^nnirtflUCLtan        ^LRG^Q^^IArtL^nCtSI^       G^irtLli^Lft^e 

srii^w'firxfn^RL^LMiti  u  mrti^^tunRmuGLnti.^Li4  uyi::en 
(bi/ii  M^w,i^rtti,rii  nunGrti/LicLRnimQ^ii^i^^Grtini  UL(kf3ti.::rtLU 
LM&i  ui^-nL^rtiAnyLi3  ii^rtLLSLyLMjii  uGismLiiLis  uirt 
itu^GrtminrtLii^i^iirtdmi  i^n     f^Lj£Gm^fbkinm;:(kLcrtiCLii 

p  p  p  /«  ^p^Ol  pw  fp  ll"^ 

ummiuukGiukMi^nmL^  uin  0°^^  Qtki.  oo®  wirt-tfi 

|P  l^/»p^f»os»l  p  i» 

i^yimM;:Le,M.i  uMtynLMm(iii4imin::(kLtiULnni4i    QOtino 

p  ^  ^ »      I        p  r  I 


jiuni/iaRSUQ    ULrt&LnrtL^f3c^^(kCQiukrtLnQr£i   tan  U3 


;si3i^n  liken  c^i  Ti3Lrt«Lrinu^L!/icDii  ^-^  im^uii\}\i\.i\^ 
LQiuMim^Qii^^ikLinnn'ti    uniAi^fei/i^ikui^ui^QrtrtiLacQm 

pi  /»     p      ^  B»  B  ^p        O       ^  P  O 

pip  O^lBi  ®^B?  pIl'V  ^  I 

p-  ^'tl^^p  '®'*;i  /«ip/»i*v 

gr^p  pyp/Ji  lB|^  |B 


?? 


rtuuciti/inicinGjLnLrtuc^ii     QmnmuauLrt^gLLfiBrti  ut 

ftp  B^A|^p^  |P|p^p  p 

nmci Gt3ai    i^rti(i.nQum(knui  scmikLinucM,   tQitmi lri 
i^l^LUQi  rtRQurti  L  ^ui  iiQiACLiicitnuc.M.nmuLrtnc^     uq 

LinajiRLjiMU!/Li;;(kLLimiULrx     ULrtQLQrtiAuimyucM.nfn 

;^uimMM  riQji    fbt(kmLcy^ui  aaiiQnLriittiiALrtnQLftf3UCM, 
tBmnQi2n(krtLnniuiu(kliiLen.^u.ny     Qrtiairici^RQnfi^iku 

ucM,nuRQn(kCLi£ucM.nn^tt  ^Qiticurii  lu  LiyiLuiLLucurt 
ppp-  p/»  aa' 

LfiLi/Lrti-ikniknyi^n  n(ki^M.LfiiL(Lun::(ku  tQLilrtinui^M.Lin 
many    n(ktLW,RL^yui4M,u.i^f3niL^     nuLHueyQLBytnMi 

<t»P  t=>  ipppo  ?!•»''»  " 

wimm     i4it!At(Af3^i|T;ntnynQpi::(k&'i^  rt\  wn    cQwmji 
n,  f,  ^  p  w        /» 


U1CUUimRL1^tULe,^fiMtl4nLlAi&LL;stM,ftGltia^tUl4!Lm 

^nl^^Q^i^Qt3^\     ULrt^LRsnniLinLrRw.]^tLj£riutfim&Qtyu(i 
auitisrtLi^nnrti/LintritLurt     auMniniAnuQtLi/LLfiutiT 
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